
            

                               Human Rights Council 
 

     Eleventh Session 

 Resolution 11/3.  Trafficking in persons, especially women and children 

 The Human Rights Council, 

 Reaffirming all previous resolutions on the problem of trafficking in persons, especially 
women and children, in particular General Assembly resolutions 63/156 and 63/194 of 
18 December 2008, and also its resolution 8/12 of 18 June 2008, in which the Council extended 
the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children, 

 Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, 

 Reaffirming the principles set forth in relevant human rights instruments and declarations, 
including the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Optional Protocol thereto on the sale 
of children, child prostitution and child pornography, and the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Optional Protocol thereto, 

 Recalling the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the 
protocols thereto, and reaffirming in particular the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the Convention, and 
recalling the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of 
the Prostitution of Others, 

 Recognizing that victims of trafficking are particularly exposed to racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, and that women and girl victims are often 
subject to multiple forms of discrimination and violence, including on the grounds of their 
gender, age, ethnicity, culture and religion, as well as their origins, and that these forms of 
discrimination may themselves fuel trafficking in persons,  

 Recognizing also that trafficking in persons violates human rights and impairs the 
enjoyment of them, continues to pose a serious challenge to humanity and requires a concerted 
international assessment and response and genuine multilateral cooperation among countries of 
origin, transit and destination for it to be eradicated, 

 Bearing in mind that all States have an obligation to exercise due diligence to prevent 
trafficking in persons, to investigate and punish perpetrators, to rescue victims and to provide for 
their protection, and that not doing so violates and impairs or nullifies the enjoyment of the 
human rights and fundamental freedoms of victims, 
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 Recognizing the need to address the impact of globalization on the particular problem of 
trafficking in women and children, 

 Recognizing also the challenges to combating trafficking in persons, especially women and 
children, owing to the lack of adequate legislation and implementation of existing legislation, the 
lack of availability of reliable sex- and age-disaggregated data and statistics and the lack of 
resources, 

 Noting that some of the demand for prostitution and forced labour is met by trafficking in 
persons in some parts of the world, 

 Recognizing that policies and programmes for prev
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 2. Reiterates its concern at: 

 (a) The high number of people, especially women and children, in particular from 
developing countries and countries with economies in transition, who are being trafficked to 
developed countries, as well as within and between regions and States; 

 (b) The increasing activities of transnational and national organized crime and others 
who profit from trafficking in persons, especially women and children, without regard for 
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Persons, Especially Women and Children supplementing the Convention, and to take immediate 
steps to incorporate provisions of the Protocol into domestic legal systems; 

 4. Calls upon all Governments to continue to cooperate with the Special Rapporteur on 
trafficking in persons, especially women and children, and to consider responding favourably to 
requests to visit their countries, and to provide all necessary information related to the mandate 
to enable the mandate holder to fulfil the duties of the mandate effectively and, in this regard, 
expresses its appreciation to the large number of Governments that provided responses to the 
initial questionnaire on trafficking developed by the Special Rapporteur; 

 5. Invites Governments to include information on measures and best practices to 
combat trafficking in persons, especially women and children, in their national reports submitted 
for the universal periodic review; 

 6. Encourages Governments to take into account, as a useful tool to integrate a human 
rights-based approach, the Recommended Principles and Guidelines on Human Rights and 
Human Trafficking (E/2002/68/Add.1) developed by the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, including, as appropriate, in the formulation, review and 
implementation of legislation, policies and programmes aimed at preventing and eradicating 
trafficking in persons, especially women and children, and providing assistance to victims; 

 7. Encourages the Office of the High Commissioner to provide or to support, within 
existing resources, training at the national level for all stakeholders on the integration of a human 
rights approach into the prevention and response to trafficking in persons, including the 
identification and treatment of victims with full respect for their human rights; 

 8. Requests the Office of the High Commissioner to enhance its efforts within the 
Inter-Agency Coordination Group against Trafficking to promote and integrate a human 
rights-based approach into efforts to combat human trafficking; 

 9. Also requests the Office of the High Commissioner to organize, within existing 
resources, and in close coordination with the Special Rapporteur, a two-day seminar aimed at 
identifying opportunities and challenges in the development of rights-based responses to 
trafficking in persons with a view to acknowledging emerging good practices and further 
promoting the practical application of the Rec
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them, and to make available to the Council a compilation of these views as an addendum to the 
above-mentioned report; 

 11. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Office of the High Commissioner with 
sufficient resources to fulfil its mandate in relation to combating trafficking in persons, 
especially women and children; 

 12. Decides to continue consideration of this matter under the same agenda item 
according to its annual programme of work. 

27th meeting 
17 June 2009 

[Adopted without a vote.] 
----- 


