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ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
One major feature of the last decade has been the enormous expansion of space for women and 
for women’s issues – one sees it in the visible presence of women in every sphere and in the 
formal recognition of the legitimacy of women’s claim to equality. 
 
In the years since Beijing, women’s organisations in Asia have created, expanded and protected 
this space – they have come together in larger and more inclusive formations to claim their rights 
and raise difficult and controversial issues that go beyond purely national perspectives. For 
instance, if India and Pakistan are sitting down to talk to each other today, a part of the credit 
should certainly go to the women’s peace movement in South Asia which has been working 
towards this for twenty years. 
 
GAPS 
 
But despite these gains, there are some serious gaps. I would like to highlight four gaps which in 
my opinion demand urgent and decisive action. 
 
First is the resource gap. In all our countries, the share of resources flowing to women is far 
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STRATEGIES 
 
Essentially, strategies to address all the above gaps must focus on bringing gender issues into 
debates and decision-making in ‘hard’ sectors. It is a process of asking some hard questions – 
“Where is the money? Where is the justice? Where are the women?” - in the context of national 
budgets, national economic policies, negotiations with multilateral financial institutions, trade 
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Slide 6 

M o n i t o r i n g  i s  p a t c h y  …
M o n i t o r i n g  i s  p a t c h y  … • G o v e r n m e n t  r e p o r t s  t e n d  t o  w h i t e w a s h  

r e a l i t y
• NGOs/women’s group studies discounted 

on grounds of limited data and 

m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  f l a w s
• D o n o r  e m p h a s i s  o n  “ b e s t  p r a c t i c e ”  o v e r  

“ c r i t i c a l  r e v i e w ”
•
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Slide 9 G l o b a l i s a t i o n G l o b a l i s a t i o n •C u t s  i n  s o c i a l  s e c t o r  s p e n d i n g

•
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Slide 12 

R e s u r g e n t  p a t r i a r c h i e s R e s u r g e n t  p a t r i a r c h i e s •
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Slide 15 

Beiji ng Plus 10Beijing Plus 10--cchallenges for women’s movementshallenges  for  women’s  mov ements•A voiding the ris k of bec oming tr apped in 

defending gains  of the past•Staking claims  in ‘hard’ arenas 

(globalisation, conflict, governance) •Seek ing new forms of engagement  with 

g l ob al  ac t ors  •Expanding the scope of dialogue 

(migrati on , racism, genocide, sexual  

righ ts, HIV/AIDS)

 

 Slide 16 


