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PART I - Pubfie Sector

Sevchelles National Gender Steering committee

In 1993, two years prior to the Beijing World Conference, a national Gender
Steering Committes composed of merbers from the Public Sector and the

ML was getup in Seychelles - ko effectively implement pender stratﬁ%ms_l |
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equitable distribution of resources have minimised gender gaps in

education. Boys and girks in Seychelles are equally represgntad'af all levels

of education from creche to Polytechnic. Equality of ac 15 therefore not
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needs of girls and boys. Exam results and education stafistics are now
Mg wvstematics| [y sender dissaerrmated, so that the nipgesss nfhnfh, .. gy e

genders in education can be mottored and disparities-highlighted:,

Professional Training

| | The poliey for equal opportunity in education applies for local and ows
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remarkable maternal and infant health indicators with prenatal coverage

being almost [00%:,
4. Violence Against Women

Revision of Penal code 1996 makes provision for specific kinds of

vielence, including sexual harassment. It increases the chanceg of i
conviction of the aggressor on the basis of evidence obtained from the

victim without the need for corroborating evidence. In cazes of sexual

offences, therefore, corrobeorating evidence is not nsisied upon and an

offender can be convicted on the sole evidence of the victim. At the same
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husoand for rape in marriage.
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The 1995 Evidence Amendment Act also makes provision for abused
children or women to give evidence in court gither in chambers or via short
circurt television, aveompanied by friends or refatives who can offer

emotional support. . .

Child protection bas been receiving quality attention by government over
the [ast three years. The National Commission fior Child Protection
(NCCT) chaired by the Minister for Social Affairs and Manpower
Development formuiates child protection policies snd oversees
implementation of same. The NCCP hag recently approved a seties of
media programmes on child protection that are cumently being put together.
Sevchelles is, at this very moment, looking at the implementation of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child and drawing up mamitonng
mechanisms for its implementatiost. Thers is a 24-hour cperational help
Jine for children in distress manned by social workers in the Ministry of

Social Affairs and Manpower Development.

There have been concerted efforts in public sensitization and education on
the issue of domestic violence witii'the aim of replacing the tolerant and
passive reaction to domestic violetice with condemnation and determination

to break the recurring cyele.

Joint efforts are ongoing with the Ministry of Social Affairs and Manpower
Development {Social Affairs and Probation) to sensitise and train officers
on the management of domestic viclence cases. These efforts need 10 be
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The p¥rspnal and social education progiamme of the Ministry ¢
aas recehitly indofporated relevant issues in the praveptive edeg
violende against women. Preventive education in domestic vic

affairs’

... which unfortunately are still often shrogged off as 'normal private family
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5, Women and the Economy
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To enable wornen to take up {ull-time employment, factlities such as day

care centers are indispensable, Many private individuals have setup
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7. Human Rights of Women
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«  Women can own peoperly in their gwn right. Women ave atso encouraged 1o
pul pames of both partnerséspouses in title deed for lands and hﬂmscs when

they are matried ot oo-habiting. Under the law, a surviving spotse’s {male or _

female) claims take precedence over other heirs, and children mhent equal
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formed the Sevehelles Women®s Commission. Thiz body i3 1o work

towards getting women empowered to take on stronger rales and play an

active part in the decision-making process of the country. Their Mission

Statement reflects this;
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men and women, preferably set up ag a family income -generating activity.
These projects are 1o reach the unskilled, unemployed women who have
spent too many years ¢n social benefits to provide them with a befter

standard of living.

Since its ereation Alliance of Solidarity For the Family has pot great

emphasis on programmes to alleviate Poverty through the following
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We have very few NGOs operating in this field, namesly, the Seychelles
Headteacher's Association and the Early Childhood Development

Agsaciafion,

Women's Vital Role in Culture, the Family and Socializaiion,
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