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PART I - OVERVIEW OF TRENDS IN ACHIEVING GENDER EQUALITY]

1. The Scenario

L1I. Changes in the Polifical and Institational ContextZ

The ftalian pofifical scenario has changed deeplv in the vears that followed the Beljing
Conference. From 1992 onwards, Italy witnessed o long period of political instability,
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socil cohesion in a society which feafures both strong technological innovation and
high social and environmental risks,
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In such a complex framework, the cballenge represented by the full-fledged
implementation of the Beijing Platform in Italy today-is more than just a question of
numbers,  Imis velated to the quality and meaning of the transition process wiuch 15
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outset that this approach eniailed not only a potential partnership, but also a polential
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In this complex sifuation, the chalienge of mainstreaming has met with many difficulties
and some significant results, Both are illustrated in the analysis of the twelve critical
areas of concern. The most sipnificant examples are listed below.

4.1 IN THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC SPHERE
Italian employment policies are increasingly in line with European policy-making. The
common initiative of Europesn Ministers for Women has led to the introduction of
substantial mnovations n terms of mamstreansng and equal opportonities in the
European Employment Guidelines. The most important result in Italy has been the fact
that women's palicies have escaped from the confinement of "specific policies” and some
of the crucial issues for women have been fully integrated in the government's pricnifies.
These issues are being taken forward with defermination by the Mindster for Soeial
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PART II - FINANCIAL AND INSTITUTIONAL MEASURES

2. The promotion of women in natiopad budpets

There is no gender mainstreaming in the State budget. In other words, an awareness of

the different needs of male and female citizens does not Em&rgﬂ from the definilion of the
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special session of the United Mations General Asgembly "Women 2000", was ¢carried out
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- The networks developed in 1988-80 belwesn Halian, Palestinian and Israeli
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e A8 I8 true for the rest of Ewrope, old-age poverty (V65 vears) in ftaly is “eminized"
This is due to personal circumsicmoss such as the fact that women account for 72.8 per
cent of the elderly persons living alone. Admongst the forms of exireme poverty, the
number of homeless persons is on the vise, with a 1.3 per ceni Increase over last year
(23.3 per cent of the homeless are young women),

Female immigrants accownt for aver 40 per cent of the foreipners residing in Italy. For
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“_-Ginge 1995, the Directorate General for Development Cooperation {DGDC) of the
Foreign Affmrs Ministry, which is responsible for cooperation policy, has included
poverty eradication and women's empowerment amongst ils prionties for official
development assistance. Since the cooperation budget was heavily retrenched in the
secand half of the nineties, poverty control actions have focused on & small number of
top-priority areas. These actions were based on mainstreaming - that is focusing on the
role of women in broader programmes - agd on women’s empowenment.
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- teachers of the humanitics, buf few women teach scientific subfects, and virfually none
teach technical subjects.
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1, At mational level
The new MNational Health Plan adopted by the Health Ministry is strongly based on
preventive medicine, and on measures fo reduce the itapact of major diseases (cancer,
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The “healthy municipalities™ network has activated an Action Plan on reproductive
health, pregnmw delivery and pmt-pamm healtheare, based on women’s right {o
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2. Lack of facilities and services

As social and health care integration 1s lacking, women encounter greater difficulties n
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4. Financial problems
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Foster favorable condifions for women in community Eﬂﬂtﬂfﬁ (social cemters and
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E Actions taken
The actions undertaken by civil society, by Parliament and Government (as indicated in
the 1997 Directive) regarding this complex sifuation have focesed on the following
aspects:

1. Sexual violencea,

2, Domestic violence,

3. Yiolence against children,

4. Sexual harassment and bla ﬂlll mn
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children ynder 13, as long as the difference m age between the two children 1s not over

three years.

This law has not been fally implemented and monitored, but bas already been amended
by a new imstrument that was intraodaced agamst the sexmal exploitation of children.
To respond more adequately to the women who dengunce sexual violence in many poiice
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of the imtative. This experience has been invaluable for the action of govermment and
instituttans, and it has helped Ttaly to contribute to an understanding of trafficking m
wormen in intemationa fora, as documenied by the Parsec study.

&. Female Genital Mufilation

The Equal Opportunities Department, in collaboration with the Health and Social
Solidanty Ministries, organized 2 national seminar for obstetricians, gynecologists
and pediatrictans whit the aim of helping them to wnderstand and take proper care of
the women wha have undergone gendtal mutidations when they come to hospital for any

— ~ind of treatent or for delivery: ThHiS IniGative Dad stumiated 4 srEhreT aWwargness abom 7
FGM in universities and in.many health workers who are organizing formos of response
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7. Infeinatonal activities
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Natiénai ‘Commission for Baual Opportenities with UNICEF), as well as per
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I1. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED
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A3z can be expected in the comrent situation, the fifure commitments revolve mainly
around the emergency actions in Kosovo. The women's group m the Coordination Forum
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The weakness, up unfil 1996, was the fact that the financing for Law 215 had been
blocked for years. One of the first initiatives taken by the Minister for Equal
Cppartumties was to have this financiog unblocked, with aliocations of 43 billion lire in
1997, %0 billion lire in 1988 and 105 billion lire in 1999
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- To promote 8 survey on women in business, their expectations, needs, and difficulties
encountered in access to ¢redit, start-up and consolidation of busingss, to study actions
to help soive these problems.
- To develop an Inranet for the online management of data and imformation
concerning the legislation on new business creatton.
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2.3. The kaw on affirmative action3¢
In 1991, Law 125 introduced positive actions into the [talian legislation, to promote

women's employment and secure substantial equity between men and women in the
. o TR VI N RS .- atat

i - 1. . [ o




meltOkineRellETE m‘a@rhﬁmﬂ Efﬁwiﬁﬁww%ﬂgwp%ﬁdﬁw RS RRAT S oo
l—nmﬂ module, If §o gesired. i }! ement and on’ the nossibility of fetirming

Hrpareptarisgy TN RRTTTN T W U!.L.'H I T~ .3, A ‘E
n% aﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%a Eﬁ?ﬁ% g%.par&nu;t%l “eivE whi j!e Mm% 1};1{! %ﬁ ¢ o

—"_')-:'.-'h
-l_"I:
-]
-
L
=
o

iangrt . The nionpsar ﬂf,hi'-c}bﬁa&h&ﬂﬂ fﬂﬂﬁlﬁmcimvﬂ Rtance by the H,l'lﬂ"l'f”J” !Ul[ ﬁxﬂmmm
gt Tof Eth patends of 1 .. e Flouse of Uepiities a—.ﬁwrﬁ;::ﬂ.n.ﬂ.u 2. §alabiishies we indi
of up 16 ten mohths, as chsldren under ¥ véars of 3g¥ to takd wa¥e from work for
A8k Prior to this, she'lllII_ well'a8't0" go on Tedve alternatively in the eage. of the chi
het only in the case tight 16 fakia ledd'1d care for a child was recogmized
igs thaf the patett may which thg mather, was 3 regular smployge.. The new oty
e vEm YR take tht |é2[‘i.r'e'é"i§'éﬁ in the -::ase that & other parent 18 not entifled Ta™:
=---=-:-- he lt Alss envIgEEesT
M‘iﬁudlv Gﬂnﬁcﬁ%%%uﬂﬂ 83 1eVersinis -i-ﬂ-m:f-rgt_"g’" '=ii' “Ef"-----i-tﬂl.l;ﬁ-i
;re'w&ﬁﬁfg'aﬁﬁﬂmms o IEATIAE T UGN | I At tenReleess
L S s 10 [
. [0 OF WOTHE A P Tl I HINY _.]}'3.!
e
By A A !

J”I'M |"||" '||'i,T
il f..=.' ki ;#me: .‘:

l| Ill i" fi r'
tabdn - !
kw;a __ed t?:r aﬁ :::tH&'TI'I'I'I'I'I' rmmm

ﬁ%“:‘:

Egl'fg}%%ﬁf '“ - I
Kl Fla AR aﬁd’ﬁ*f;wasfm&@m :
.I‘I'FRIE_H{

Ftﬂ,fhfa:ﬁ‘.! **E“ineanw FeAlmng m;rmﬁ:ﬂm

71

....................

o rl
i T rirvh L
................ .y i =t g i b _-...___ L e p i e e P
=L ._ k) AT ET T ey Tt .z Tzl i-
1N e

Fa e T

s I e _.. . l.-M%%P{ﬁl§flﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ;§qhﬁ:kﬂ,m____ --h---.:::::-,
Ej]ﬁ; Ft -'Jrj:".*!’_ .. o ;r igg BE'EJ} a-;c;gsﬁ;;‘ g f #i R HE fiﬁiéﬁf:fﬁt}iﬁfﬂl{d;g’ﬁﬂ*ﬂﬁ }T
....Lt.L}u!u!um.u. nilfil 1 1€ atkractive 14

LEliVE | }l P raTprpprrpRppeprpnpepepey (1 L L 1
feses S aHEE TS i 1355"%1‘ aﬂ z;ic
SEEE ﬁ E S cadily E

- =
1 B.ghe \ N A e Ao L
: b . oF

| ) 2 W i ok LYy



e

O WG mtlﬁﬁﬂrgth: B s TRETE S R mnat TS LS S arosed i e e indiiL TV e st
[TOVISIONS DAVE Getn ‘ritten into the law:
snd ap w the Tirst - Absointe ban to assign women fo night-trme shifts during pre
LERNRRRRN AR year of age,qf, thew eyl I TEELTREETTREETTTETTT
fthey haye wehld, | [ |1 | - HNo obligation for malg and female workers to ddekpt might-fim
Fthey tive together under 3 years, or if they are the single parent ¢f a ¢hild under
_______________________ with a disabled gérddd 10000000000, ......
25 the vacing work ! The law. that wis appidved by Parliamient on Jan' 27, 1999
ﬂ_ﬁ!ﬁlﬁlﬁh&?ﬁﬁ :.._:ti-_'ﬂl‘..:.ﬁ-i‘"ai'm.:c'::' =7 JHn1||Hﬁl}ffiﬁ"ﬁfimﬂ#“kﬁﬁfﬁ_:ﬁhiﬁnu?;W%pw__ T
’nfE'.:E:I:Il ‘:'Iflumrﬂil.'ll. amll ;I‘IJFIF.L: L iy |: |||I M _ encourages the sharing of farhliy respoygibiil
I [
1 I 1 - .- -

Y "mom

mqmqu i the f*nnmm:—annn i I_._I: .

i H,_ﬁﬁ-’ I#;,fp‘%{fﬁimwniﬁmmﬁﬂx AU ARA.Y
TS RS R e TR ?_:fmm-u;.wﬁ ST
o _the mswur Tlus power was »;:-:pabded by the Prodi i jﬁﬁm

SRR IIHIIIII R e e o 2 .LL “"” fiii "_i_.“.-l.--.--

A AL —  — — — e — e e — = = T = = ------------------'-
.....

ﬁﬁsnea by miany Mﬁiéiﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁéﬁiﬁiﬁﬁﬁ::::_;::E ooz dLEDSY
&fg“ﬁﬁ”“;ﬂ' b7 ISR UET St vieo die ad TR IS Sha T
e 10 the Irll! Seanis ﬁeé&ls' and copebiines: o ! ! s !!!
w iﬁ*”" g i}giﬁ}g}! %“‘!!‘! ! B
AL 5

ﬁ uw&rkers (WIEL twao tonthey OF 1A, Jeva o if‘_f_ L ehm_aﬁsi_!_u_l,_l_
{?‘;ﬁ "::a-f;, L sl o b . 'gum&v el L
el N e - ;gmgggea h-other TaRYE BT Work™ In 1008, Parliatidat 1 1)) |

ob e it L LWL LT LT LLLLLLT

—
—

and IF af lhe 3eulng F"Iaﬂp:u_p{

Tiridy

i
¥ W
—

i
e

= e I || 11T,

?“

—_— R
-
n

e
Ein
—

17"

_,_|______ e

—



RTINS

efits To the working women who are currently - The 1998 Budgel extended mater
tered by the national securty system, such as not protected, even though they

ical contracts, ete. self-employed workers, workers

o irec-lance FOTTIE : p oA o i - e . I Attty







RS

G, WOMEN IN POWER AND DECISION MAKING

Cﬂﬂ.t&trt

A [ I _“_‘_ . -

ALy .\_..' 3 iformaa :.-_1.'11, :ﬁ' FI:I:I- -1 riu-r r --\_--..-..rﬂ.'.EH.l {im'ru-uu P ALy -l\'--ul'\ﬂ'-"'n-'\-\..--\.i !I-

r'&bn}ﬁf caréi& ‘.ﬁﬁ&i ’ﬂ_ﬁ?ng.'fE.ﬁL.T.J.’ ::L-_ . 1 f; pgr}vegrf’ﬁﬁmﬁigﬁg FQW&"E 1'.?1:.5 rrﬂ.!’ﬁf opsh L] ]ﬁﬁﬁ "*eg
F'E'i!& TE dffc- cﬁ %ﬁe sf*E smc e faﬁudﬂ}”m&ﬁr I iheE PsE Wih HEmERLY {gf 1’ 5 E;f

ﬁi‘fﬁﬂ"ﬂ?g@‘&iﬁ’é’é’ ﬂ&t@:‘" ﬁé?f'rfe‘@zre-:: St E}Eﬁfr}‘ﬁwﬁiﬁ T T ﬁ“’“ E ih; :E’ﬂ?
G Al SRl g sl e, gl 50t Ha¥ v vberone of 11T I f ;
: Srowth ﬁamerﬂ TR qm;zg Al WINGE, Toad, Whire BreiiroRaR b TN 1 ; s
%ﬁa BB UL, 1!1|_|_|_|_|.|.|].I.z.lilL1[l [N |j]1,[,, i %bpg
b4 IR S SRy, Fr_r:g. ﬂum‘ {r "

er LanT *rﬁ’ﬂﬂi iy hivto 1a faﬂ 1hEER ;e‘;ﬂ:ﬂmnmgg-m J‘-!‘Mr"&e‘nfiﬁ e Talkst 1006

3
Ej' {%5 !.-T u I | .'HI e ﬂﬁﬁﬂ&ﬂ -1.-"'”:1 ###### ﬁp’.-u:.n. gﬂr ”1:“:“?3;%}3.
5 :#,Eg H {w kW] i-,ﬂ_li)f 'SE ﬁ.:_:%. | .ﬁ.ﬁ&.@&.‘t&m 1:'\2#-. Ly -&E%’

%{“" L ‘-nfif%ﬁ?fph&ﬁiﬁ&ﬁ e o s i b

1 1] iij* !
i 13 e ﬁﬁ‘ el gl "&m%ﬂéﬁn 2 eﬁ&b; e
W‘l : j;ﬂ:’al & T é: nﬁn Eﬁ? "’“’ j'“‘*" 1 'rdﬁ:yg@;;m; gﬁa;” }f by the. Q&ﬁs’}&uﬁnﬁﬂ

mrrs u::r L;rﬂ it afsc-sweﬂ

'||||i1:a£?ﬁ&ta' %é’*ﬁ i m;;”f‘#% e ’Q}{

EERT 1IN SO Py ﬂ?@ﬁmﬁ’ 4 fORER reaerc of women. in, fﬁ@ m&ﬁy gﬂvemmems J‘

L ﬂ:mcéﬁﬁzi?fﬁ‘if@wﬁﬁﬁm “5"”

-l “M‘ ﬁ}ﬁ"fﬁfe*.:r
-; égeﬂ's ’%w Wf ’? ﬁ“ *'(;g” .f.i.lJ.u.lJ.u.q.g.thl

erween t

e :ﬂga },ﬂ At % ‘**‘f*““*“ o
3 e & i AR B L | ST R g ..- ------ ;i-;q‘ N f‘s}:} 4'§l

-__5_ i



European initiatives
Constitutional reforms
NGO's activifies,

1. Women in government
In 1996, with the povernment led by Prume Mimster Eomano Prodi, three women were
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H. INSTITUTIONAL MECHANISMS FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF
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entreprencurship, and a commuites for the coordination of government actions against
trafficking of women and children for the purpose of sexual exploitation37?.

3. Strengihening and expansion of existing bodies

The National Commission and the Department for Equal Opportumities work o a
coordinated fashionm, respecting their different responsibilities, Following the Beijing
Conference, the Commission stimmlated the dissenunation of information and the
promotion of a political and cultural debate on broad issues such as health, civil service
tfrﬂrm duvelupmnant mnpemtmn htlmem nx,,hts the fight against trafficking of human
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» Law No. 51/93, Art. 27, provides that the municipal and provincial statutes
establish repulations to ensure the conditions for equal opporfunities under Law MNo
123/2), Tt #so protootes fair gender representation in their governing bodies and
committees, as well as in the agencies, instifutions and companies reporting to the local
anthorities3?,
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aender-disaggregated data to be included in all statistical mformation, in the design,
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The rights of Ttalian women abroad were the subject of the first Conference organized by
the Foreign Affairs Mimstry, CGIE, and the Department and Comnussion for Equal
Opportunities, in November 1997, The conference was prepared, and followed, by an
mtenge effort at nemfc:urking wiﬂ1 women belonging to various communities abroad.
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J. WOMEN AND THE MEDIA

Context

The nineties withessed o surge i the. presence of women in mass media. The number of

women hired in editoriol stqffs has strongly increased and, according to some
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right govamment, a successful woman manager had been appointed as Chaimman of the
Board,
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where the news criteriz and the approach to work are alien to a gender perspective, also
clearly emerged.

I COMMITMENTS TO FURTHER ACTIONS
The Minister for Equal Opportenites has the intention of re-launching targeted
COTMHURNICAtion campaigns. A canipaipn is currently being designed for the women who
are the victims of trafficking, fo inform them on the opportunities offered by the new Jaw
on impugration to apply for residence permits and to receive social assistance if they
wish to change their lives. The process of innovating the media image of women, which
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actions of the Equal Opportuniti€s Deparimens dnd to the préssure of wonien’s NGO's,

2- Law to promote the rights of children '
Law 2583/% "Measures for the promotion of the fghts and opportumties of children and
adolescents” has sef up a Naticnal Fund for the promotion of the rights of children and
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The Charter agamst the exploitation of child labor in which the government,
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children.

. it early 159¢, Parlizment passed & law ratifying the Hagus Convention, W

been signed b ltaly 1n 1993, on the protection ¢f minecrs and on “cooper

intexnational adoption.
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