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I OVERVIEW OF TRENDS IN ACHIEVING
GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN'S
ADVANCEMENT

Background
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* hidden discrimination of woren prevails and gendered prctices pul women and men in an
vnequal position, There 15 still a strong belief in Finland that full equality has already been
achieved. Therefore, the concrete actions and demands For resgurces are often met with a conl or
dovhifol pesponse. Fucthermore, the discourse on equalily secems Iead to the fallacy that the
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gether 96, Part of them wers new whersas part of the projects were agreed earlier and would
haves baen complated neverthaless.
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The project appn:.ach in the Plan of Action has also heen eriticized for being too [ragmented and
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develop mainstreaming slrategies derives also from the obligations set by both the European
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It 13 somewhat difficult to cstimate cxactiy how, l.'.‘t]_LlEIllt"p’ and women’s advancement arc ad-

dresfed in the national budget siveg ke afe several budget HieS thal promote equallty de factor =~ H‘ ‘I
but ar¢ not cxplicitly defined 3¢ such. Howdver, @5 stated before, the Mimstry of Social Affars-- - -

aird Health wnich directs and guides policies concerning socidl’ #8FE0lty, S0cial welfareand . _ _

Bealth care has the bigpest brdged comparsd 10 other ministeies. Most of the welfare serviges = ol 1.

auch as childeen’z day care, aoe cezential for the couality bobwesn women smd meon.

Although the existing institutions havé mare or Jess stable funding, many new prelects o ac-

tvities have been hampered due o inadequeatd br non-existent financial regourses. One of the 7

very concrete positive consequences of implementing the PTA has been the allocation of funds™ —

W SOME new projects promoting equality. This 15 especially tree ponceming the natiohat pmo-

srarpmae for preyonting vdlence asgnst women.

1111 Asgt Hom b&iﬁgiinm‘[v%ﬂ in Equallly Prinects funded gadly &y EU, Finland Jdoss not receive
fondinz from mtermational or bilatél¥] donors. On the conoary, Finland has contributed several
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II TMPLEMENTATION OF THE CRITICAL
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for drafting cemicula.

Comntitment te further zetion/new initiatives

Promoting equelily ax port of edugationel obfectives (MEd)

« Thc gender cquality in cducation 15 emphasised mn the Evaluation Project of Teacer-
Ed'lll..:l.tﬂ"lll in Finnigh Universities which is being conducted by tl'u: anhh Iizher Edacatic
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Equality in 1990, Dun.ng the following year the Cormnittes snbrmtted a report that set the basis
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Training e police in irsues relaied fo vielerce against women (ME}

* The Police Department of the Mintstry of the Intedor has aemngsd 2 seminar on violenes
against women a3 part of 4 trawning for police officers. A moedule dealing with the problems
of violence against women will be included in the basic training scheme of police officers.
Drifferent patiners are cureently planning the faining. Experimental irainng has been started
with a zsenes of two-hour lectures,

» The issue of vinlence against women has bean dealt in articles written to the magazmes ::-f‘
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6. Women and the economy

The aim of the Equality Act is to promote egquality of women and men, to prevent discrimina-
Hon on the basis of 5ex and Lo prommots women's status pattiomlarly in working life, The Agtia
cmiphasiscs purposciul and systematic work for cquality. Af workplaces with a minimum of 30
regular employess, the employer s obliged to make an equality plan indicating practical meas-
wres by which the workplace can promote zender equality. The purpose is o reduce the differ-
entiation of jobs according to scx, fo promefc mdividuzl professional devclopment and ad-
vancement ¢f career on an equal footing and to develop the working climate and fair pay.
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« The zvidance on how o inteprate equat opportunities in the new schemes of the Structural
Funds smd in the regionzl plan: on ruml arsas have been sent to the Begionsl Councils as
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ming peried and the evaluation results saiped from the implementation of the Stuctural
Fund Programmees., A checklist on equality dimensions bas been senf to the regions.

Diversifping the activities af rural emtreprencurship (M and MAF)

# The Rural Women's Theme Group has initiated an experimental eniveprensurship pro-
pramumic where loans, co-operation snd traimng are combined m support of entreprensurs.
The program containz of four groups of women and in every group at lest one woman has
started entreprenencsiip during the first year, The activities of the program will be expanded
1n the future.

¢ There are tens of on~going projects in Finland encouraging and traimng rural women to en-
trepreneurship. The Roral Woren’s Theme Qroup publishes quarterly a newsletter giving in-
formation on imining and financing opperlonities available,
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perimental study shows that men’s work is considered more demanding than women's work
it all of the branches and, with one exceplion, I #11 of the offices and public services, or
evaluation groups, examined. This differs for exanyple from the results of the study ordered
by the national work v rluation ercup, Th:a ahservation prompts the organisers of the ﬂrud}r
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Framoting equality of the dizabled (MEA, MSAH and ML)

# The evaluation of the second-level vocational training given in comprehensive school was
conducted bn 1995 by the Wational Board of Education. Following this, an action progtamme
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= The mamstreaming project of the Minsiry of Eduegtion examines voull policies i thres
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land"s presidency and the mstroetions of the Ministry of Finanes; as roany women and metn
have heen signed up for tramning, However, the chairpersons of most of the task forces arc
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Examples of successiul policies, programmes zod projects

Promoting Auman rights iv international organisations (MEFA)

= Finland has nominated @ candidate to the post of Divector General of WIPO {a man), to the
Executive Board of UNESCO {a woman), and to the Executive Board of MO (3 man). The
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act (o encourage givls to chaose information technology not only as a study career but also in in-
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Examples of succcsstal policies, prozrammes and projects

{render equafify in publiciiy end consumer educefion (MT1)
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FINLAND?S CONTRIBUTION FOR GENDER
RELATED PROGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES IN

THE UN CONTEXT
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Economy

GiNE 1 000 030 USD 119 0BG (1996)
: GNP per capifa UBEIx 23,240 (1994)
! GDP per capita USD 22,027
1
| : Income and poverty
i Household intbfne per camia FIM 65 071
1
i Educatibh' Tital
i Adult literacy rate 0%
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