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SECTION ¥ - Analytical Ovefview o

Preparation for Beijing
Dominica's preparation for the 1995 Fourth World Conference of Women in Beijing was

extensively collaborative. 'The Women's Bur¢au (2 governmental body), in conjunction with the
Dominica National Council for Women [DNCW], (the main lotal women's NGO umbrella
organization) conducted fout (4) zonal consultations dunng 1993 and 1994, Additionally, at the
regional level, severzl joint preparatory committee meetings were convened by UNIFEM
CABEE]M and ECLAC. Pre-Beijing conmsltations helped to assess the status of women it
Dominica and served to pinpoint the two main areas for national focus viz. Fomen and Poverdy’
and Violence Against Women'. Tt was observed that nearly every regional country tdentificd

"Viclence Agatnst Wonten' as critical,

Daminica was represented by a three person delegation. The Minister for Commubity Development
and Women's Affsirs, Honorable Gertrude Roberts, and Neva Edwards of the DNCW, attended the
governmentzl forum; whereas Josephine Dublin fromn the Small Projects Assistance Tezm [SPAT),
attendad the NGC forum in Hairome.

ipnal Action Pri

Subsequent to the Beijing conference, a report was praduced by the Honorable Gertrude Roberts,
and Mrz Neva Edwards. This included recommendations for Mational Action Priorities, but, it was
NOT a formal National Action Plan dacumens. The recommendations it made serve in lien of such
an official document and are hereafter referred to as the National Action Pricnties [NAP]:-
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Interviews revealed that formal cognizance of the NAP per se is patcjiir. Few persons interviewed
knew off-hand what were the nationat priority action areas. Only two (ons heing the WEB} appear to
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The NOFD has also seen a fse in the number of women taking credit.  Approximately 35 %% of
loans disbursed went to women, However, figures were not available for amounts. (See Appendix
I, Fable WY for seme basic datz on lending patterns. In 1997, NLED ran an Entreprencurial
Development Program to support it's lending zctivities for a women's group in Good Hope, Fifty-
five (55) women attended the 5 da ypmg:am
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‘Women and Health
The respondent from the Ministry of Health indicated that they were unaware of the Mational
Action Priorities following the Beijing confevence, but that new and revised programs addressing
the health of women and children have been incorporated in the National Health Plan. Primarily,
these include, dother ta child transmissiun. program to reduce the number of children infected by
IV AIDs, various immunization programs-for children and young people, a Mational PAE smear

program and an extensive Family Planning program.
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LIST OF RESOTRCE PEREONS
Drpanizations £onizct Peraono
AB Aid Eank Dechausay T (Marketing & Rescarch)
AR Adult Education Blaize Lucia (AR Adult Edus, Qfficer)
Richards-andre hiartha (Ag. Az, Edoc, Of)
COEWA Minfstry of Community Developiment and Women's Affairs | Roberts G (Eaa, Minigter)
D Crifminzl Investigations Departivient - the Police Aumnc (Tnspector
DAIC Dominica Association of Indusiry and Commerce Gunter T
DBEMC Domiaica Banana Marksing Corporaticn Andre (Pubtic Relagons Cfficer)
TRICH Derninica Matonal Couteil for Women Edwaris 3
Geproe M
DREP Trominica Fordl Enterpriss Project Pascal C {Prcr;e:ctﬂfﬁnerj
Lepal Affairs Falix Evans H (State Ablomecy)
HDFD .- Magondl Deyclopment Foundation Etnoffe B (Senier Projects Officer)
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ADPENDIX I
Fable I
LEGISLATION ADDRESSING THE RICHTS OF WOMEN"
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APPENDIY Iii CONTD. Ry
Tahle HI
REPORTEDR INCIDENCE OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 1958/49 (POLICE FILER)

(Up to period 1953 24™ May)

CATEGGRY 1902 | 1943 1545

1994
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APPENDIX I CONTI-

Table V

SUMMAEY OF LOANS DISBURSED FOR 13%7 (NDF B
Seclgr wiale Female
Service 48 |
Indusiry g 15 T
Gensral Constraction. 1i -
Reirofitting 13 ri
Dristributive Trade 1

Agriculiuee 31 Z
Fishing & -
Oiher 2 3

Tidtal 125 11
Table VI

SECTOR PERFORMANCE INDICATORS BY GENDER (AID EANK)
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