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Intaliectual Principles for Development of Bahrain's Weomen:

The issue of social development is considered ta the one of the key proritias
for the State of Babrain. Women's issues are prontinent ameng the overall
development pricrities.  The counlry’s Constitukion recognises the principle
that all citizans are agual withaut any discrimination and provides for the
principle of equality and equal oppartunities as ane of the principal bases of
the society. Article 18 of the Constitution provides that all people are egual in
enjoying human integrity. All citizens are equal before the law in terms of
publlic rights and dufies, with no discrimination betwsen them because of
race, ethnic origin, language, refigion or crasgtl. :

The family is considered as the nucleus of the society and its basic pillar.
Hence the State seeks to develop it and to preserve its entity. The
Constitution espficitly pravides in Articls 5 that the family constitutes the basic
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The Winistry has sought through the High Council for Vocational Training Lo
deduct a2 proportion of the private sector campanias’ contributions 1o traimng
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Enabling the citizens, especially low-income bracket individugls, o
obiain soft-tenmn |gans.

Peveloping the Productive Families Projsct to broaden the base of
bensficiaries from this schems.
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Finding job oppartunities for young members of families that receive
financial assistance to enable such families to depend on themsalves,



-7 -

Second: Education and Tralninn of Women.:

The educatlnnal pullcy and ph:lnsuphy it the State of Babrain are guided by
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—raining:

Thae Cavernment of the State of Bahrain shows special interest in the
devalopment of human resources, which are considerad the true weslth of
_the c:ﬂuntw_ Against thi ch‘quc:und training has a top priority in the
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Third: Women and Health:
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To continue o maintain the heallh gain and improve health standards, the
Ministry of Health drew up a strategic plan for the period from 1984 to 2000
and the following years. This plan aimed to enhance and improve the
population's health condilions: Ten key major programmes were incorporated

in the plan:

1. Cembaling hereditary diseases.
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The following Table shows the development in the area of women's health
and the achievements within the framewark of women’s development:

HEALTH INDICATORS
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The average life expectancy for both men and women has risen sighificantly
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shudy also showed that 49% used the nill, 30% depended on the use of
cardams, 8% used the lwop and  sterilisation of women accounted for §%.

Separation of wormen from their hushands represented 51 %.

It is nated that awaréness of family planning matheds among women is very
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Bahraini women warking in the health sector have been given the apportunity
o develop their management and profossional skills in the health services
field on an equal foofing with men through enjoying equal traning
opportunities and participating in decision making.

Programmes Targeting Women
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Family Planning on the Locat Level

Famlty plannmg and repru-:!uv;twe health issues are an integral par of the
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Supporting_strategies for the development of women's leading role
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Fourth: Women and the Economy:

Bahraini women play an effsctive role in economic development through
contributing to af public and private ecanomic sactors. Babraini woamen have
been comtributing since ancient times to the community's eCconemmic growih,
in the past, such contribution took the form of undertaking minor handicrafts
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While the total number of Babraini women in the

public and private sectors

totatled 12,176 according fo the 1981 census, this figure rose fo 17,544

wornen according lo the 1991 census. Now the

tatal numtser of Bahraini

women is 21,846 women sccording to the most recent estimates of the

Cenlral Statistics Organisation,

Bahraini Women's Involvement in the Public

I

Babrain women's participation in the public sector represents 37% of the {otal
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It is noted (hat the number of self-employed wormen is steadily growing. 25%
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Moreover, the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs has prepared a five-year
plan {1996-2000) for accelerating the process of maxitnising the employment
of Bshrainis. Aspects of this are the replacement of expatriate WOorkers by
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participate in Municipal elections by way of namination and election upon the
diractives recantly issused by the country’s loadership. Rules and regulations

snsuring women's active padi¢ipation are now being raviewed. Given the
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Farmily by qualified and trained staff in family guidance and advice. This
sffice co-ordinates with the community development cenires, health
centres and Ministry of Edueation schools 5o that its services will be
offered to @ larger base of beneficiaries and people wha need such
SETVICE.

* Legal Advice Office of the Awal Women Socioty: Prior to this.
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Corferenca Declaration and Ptan of Action. As mentioned earfier, the Stata of
Bahrain is seeking to provide the appropriate institulional mechanisms for
monitoring  the  implementation "of the reselutions and recommendations

adopted by such conferancas.
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Eighth: Women_and the Madia:
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The Stats of Bahrain looks upon women with a grest deal of respact. In the
field of information, wornen have been actively involved over & tong pericd in
various areas of audio, video and print media, At the Bahrain Radie and TV
Comporation, women represent arqund 35% of the total workforce. Yivomen
were shle to rise up the ladder and occupy key positions by participating in
the policies contributing to the Corpuration’s deve|ppment. Furthermore,
many womern e working as engineers, technicians {camerawomen, lighting,
apund _ terhnicians A lgg_,pqapatqrs gte.l and as announcers and
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The Corporation is seeking to ¢reate a suitable atmasphere for working
women to enable them to strike g balance betwean their duties as employess
and also their domestic duties as mothers. A day care cenire was sel up for
workers of the Information Ministry in 1881 The Corporation is striving 1o
ansure that its different programmes provide & positive presentation of Arab
woman &5 an effective participant in development, Therefors, it has producad
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Ninth: Women and the Environment

The intermational concerm with women and their significant role in protection
of the environment, its resources and wealth has been prampted by the belief
in wormnen's™ Bhility to /&K effertive shENNNuenugl Sorffisunons In s e,
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* Drawing up a clearly defined national sirategy and naticnsl pragramme
of action o boost women's role in protecting the environment and

wildlife wealth.
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3. Education and Awarengss Programmes

__ Il u | \ ‘ alpg

'“._ H[;: Ll

il o %m@ﬂmh s """"HNN””IH
i &Eqﬁ e HIIIH ?ﬁi‘ﬁ I|I|I|I|I|I|I|I|I|II|II|I|I|I|I|I|I|I|I|I|I|I|I|IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

_ ' AR ;.-‘ . !!M!IIIHIIHL'L&HIIIIHHHIIII

ly 19688 the E hn:am Ea:m Iy Plapping and Care _Siitdely  launcheda

ME.[WEH it -Xesaatecnaliginh i=u TV G
i i ﬁQU'” MLWAM%E?@E E‘Tﬂ'g!{ﬁwzﬁﬁﬁ%

. ,:ir . e K {% ﬁ




TnE

L

e L L

LITICE

T

3]s

AT, M - H

CUITHTTE T

H“‘

o | Fapnily Gipidance

iy A "t"c, Iglr e;.gg'gm." TN t:-;.r el 1]

told fiAAdd dablets Yoo 6] B Bajenlatid Il || ||
Fr% ﬁ I -FJ Il -
| Fr! !. !}ﬁ'. !HH‘L‘?H%H ! $u "gﬁ |1 il ||L'jhﬁ| ||?+rﬁﬁ ﬁ mﬂﬂu || ||

11‘1 gﬁant e, hiaéﬂth r::eril‘l'és“ar“ i L0
i ;J :'JU[ @ﬁ i "'J,u'nu: auu" :aﬁ iy
rebbleid Pdd bl et 1111111 || T || I

.!l_ IIII o= !_5 .EE_EQEEEE: b gt e - Fe _J_. PTG




- 44 -

Gulf Women in the New Millennium Conference: Opportunities,
Obstacles and Req uired Roles - March 2000
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