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Mr. Chairman,

Since my delegation is taking the floor for the first time in this Committee, let me begin by
extending my congratulations to you and other members of the bureau on your respective
elections. I would like to assure you of my delegation's fullest support and cooperation in the
deliberations and work of this Committee.

My delegation would like to extend its sincere thanks to the Secretary General and his staff for
the preparation of comprehensive reports on this agenda item.

Mr. Chairman,

The year 2010 marks the fifteenth anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women,
held in Beijing in 1995. The Beijing Platform remains the most comprehensive global policy
framework for gender equality and empowerment of women. The Millennium Declaration
includes gender equality and empowerment of women as one of its eight goals. Important
international human rights instruments have been adopted for ending discrimination against
women. However, much remains to be done.

Nepal attaches great importance to the advancement of women. We cannot achieve
sustainable peace and development without ensuring equal rights to women.

My delegation welcomes the new Under Secretary General for UNWOMEN and also extends
appreciation in particular for her priorities for bridging the gap between the normative and
operational aspects of UN and UN support in coordination with other agencies to the member
states for investing in and program support for gender equality. We also appreciate UNFPA
report on ongoing problem of obstetric fistula in developing countries and the Special
Rapporteur on violence against women and the vice chair of CEDAW for their presentations.

As the Secretary General's report notes, the 30 per cent target of women in decision-making
set by the Economic and Social Council in 1990 remains unmet, with 19 per cent being the
global average of women representation in the parliament. In Nepal, we have adopted a
rights-based approach to social, economic and political empowerment of women. Ensuring
gender equality and gender mainstreaming constitutes one of our top priorities as enshrined

(I)



in the Interim Constitution of Nepal. As required by the Constitution, women occupy
approximately 33 per cent of total seats in the present Constituent Assembly (CA) of Nepal,
which also has the responsibility of a parliament.

Similarly, special provisions have been made in Nepal's Ovil Service Act for women's
inclusion at the policy-making level. This has started showing encouraging trends. Likewise,
inclusive representation of women is increasing in Nepal army and police also.

National Women Commission has been established as an autonomous statutory body by the
National Women Commission Act, 2007, for the protection and promotion of the rights and
interests of women, including their effective inclusion in the development mainstream. The
Commission has recommendatory and investigatory powers.

Support has been provided. for skill development of single women for their social and
economic empowerment. Mechanisms relating to gender budgeting have been initiated. which
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rehabilitation, in camera court proceedings, protection and privacy of the victim, onus of
defense on the perpetrators of trafficking.

To combat trafficking at different levels, the government has embarked on national programs
with the help of all




