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Chairperson,

This year of 2010 holds great significance in our efforts in gender equality and the empowerment
of women. Earlier this ~ear, at the 54t~ Session of the Commission on the Status of Women, we
commemorated the 1St Anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. On 2 July,
the General Assembly adopted its resolution on system-wide coherence which established the
new United Nations Entity on Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women, to be known as
UN Women. On that same date, the Economic and Social Council adopted its Ministerial
Declaration for the 2010 High-level Segment on implementation of the intemationally agreed
goals and commitments on gender equality and the empowerment of women. Additionally, The
High·level Plenary Meeting on the Millennium Development Goals in September provided an
opportunity to commit to the actions needed to meet the goals by 2015, including the gender
related goals, and we will be commemorating this month the



VJould have inevitably blossomed into a 'Christmas tree', so-to-speak, of various micro-level
recommendations common in documents of the United Nations. In this Ministerial Declaration,
there was recognition that getting countries 10 implement what they have already agreed upon
does not necessarily benefit from additional or reworded recommendations. In the context of
gender equality and the empowerment of women, and in the context of the significance of the
year of 2010 on this issue, it was agreed that concrete action would be better served with a
strong Ministerial Declaration recognising and reaffirming what is there already, and moving onto
the ongoing and new challenges that require addressing.

Chairperson,

5. Malaysia welcomes the establishment of UN Women, and the appointment of Ms.
Michelle Bachelet to lead this new entity. We pledge our full support to the operationalization of



undertake a zero tolerance policy



7. Despite our progress, gaps and challenges remain. These include the impact of the
economic crisis, the increasing feminization of HIVlAIDS, violence


