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Mr. President,

Since I am speaking for the first time during this session, please permit me, on behalf of

the African Group and indeed on behalf of my own delegation of Malawi to congratulate

you and your Bureau for the



agreed global and regional commitments of gender equality and women empowerment.
This decade will be launched on 15 October 2010 in Kenya.

During this decade, special focus will be on the following ten themes:

• Fighting Poverty and Promoting Economic Empowerment of Women and
Entrepreneurship;

• Agriculture and Food Security; Health, Maternal Mortality and HIV&AIDS;
Education, Science and Technology;

• Environment and Climate Change; Peace and Security and Violence Against
Women;
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women largely reflects on good governance in Africa. Men and women should be the
socio- economic-political glue for the integration of the African continent." Having said
that, I wish to reaffirm the African Group's commitment to the full and effective
implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action and the outcome of the twenty-third
special session of the General Assembly.

I thank you for your attention.


