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Mr. Chairman,

Statistics indicate that two out of three women worldwide experience physical violence at least once in

their lifetime, most often by someone they know or even family members. I tried to find out if this

number could be accurate by asking nine of my closest female friends, if they have experienced violence.

The result is shocking: seven out of ten (including myself) have been victims of violence, three of them

more than once. None of them is over 30 years old, and all of them come from developed countries (none

of them from Liechtenstein). Amongst the violations are rape, assault, coercion and other forms of abuse.

Only three of the victims reported the crimes to the police; only one of these perpetrators was brought to

justice. This perpetrator was convicted to a three year suspended sentence and mandatory three month

imprisonment in the case of re-offense as punishment for two incidents of physical assault, one incident

of assault with coercion and one incident of coercion. This perpetrator was my ex-husband. The process

culminating in the verdict took two years, including one appeal from first instance.

Mr. Chairman,
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atrocities committed against women has reached horrendous heights: it is believed that four out of five

women have been raped over the past five years in some towns in the eastern




