


Mr Chairman,

The international community has made significant and increasing efforts over the last decade
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Women entily, to contribute to gender equality and the empowermeni of women, and the
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Conflict specifically highlight advances made in this regard. Further, given the 10"
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issues are very much at the forefront of the international agenda. However, the reality is that
much still remains 1o be done

For its part, the International Commitiee of the Red Cross (ICRC) decided some ten years
ago to emphasize across all its programmes and operational activities the particular respect
and protection accorded to women and girls by international humanitarian law (IHL). At all
times, the ICRC continues to stress the remarkable resitience and capacities of women. It is
imperative that women are not seen just as passive victims, but also as actors able to
respond to the situations in which they find themselves, overcome appalling suffering and
ultimately emerge stronger. Women play a pivotal role in maintaining the welfare of their
community. The ICRC thus re-affirms the importance of incorporating the diverse needs,
perspectives, and capacities of women and girls in all its humanitarian activities.

To heighten its response to promoting the well-being of women, the ICRC has developed a
multidimensional approach to identify and address the specific vulnerabilities of women and

Ml N VY Ol AT R T T TR e AR T R e el
- Y
il

"1

4



Mr. Chairman,

We would like to take this opportunity to recognize and honour esilience and capacities
of women and reaffirm the importance of ensuring women's articipation in their own
solutions rincluding self-protection mechanisms and livelihood nities.

Conventions and other
r raanert nf women and
l—

The ICRC urges UN Member States, as State Panies to the
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