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Mr. Chairman,

Permit me, on behalf of my delegation, to join previous speakers in expressing
our congratulations and support to you and the members of the bureau. Ghana
looks forward to fruitful and successful deliberations in this Committee during
your leadership of this session.

We express our appreciation to the Under-Secretary-General of UN Women, Ms.
Michelle Bachelet and the distinguished speakers for their contributions under
this agenda item. My delegation associates itself with the statements made by
the African Group as well as that of the Group of 77 and China and is equally
grateful to the Secretary General for his insightful reports on this agenda item.

Mr. Chairman,

The African Union declared 2010-2020 the decade of women in Africa and called
on actors to be creative in using all available resources to ensure that there is
real achievement of the commitments made to promote and observe women's
rights and work towards gender equality and women empowerment. It is,
therefore, fitting that in July this year, the United Nations Entity on Gender
Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women) was established to
improve UN system-wide coherence by bringing together the various UN
institutions that focus on women's issues.

This year's report reflected, among other things, on the disparities that continue
to exist between available legislation and its implementation, the connection
between early implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action and the
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, the unrelenting violence
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Mr. Chairman,

In spite of government's diligent efforts, the majority of Ghana's women are yet
to achieve gender parity and economic independence. The lack of sustained
progress in expanding women's participation in governance, harmfui socio­
cultural practices, low coverage of women under the social security scheme,
violence against women, inadequate disaggregated data, and inadequate shelters
for female


