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Mr. Chairman,

Women and girls are still regarded as second rate citizens in too many parts of the
world. This despite decades of conferences, conventions and UN resolutions addressing
the issue. Conservative and archaic attitudes, often with cultural and religious
connotations, leave women and girls at the margins of society. This is the root cause of
the problem we are here to discuss.

These deeply rooted impediments deprive women and girls of their human rights - to
health, to education, to formal ownership of land, inheritance and other economic
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This is the broad perspective. And herein lie the challenges.
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School enrolment rates, and demographics.

- Fewer girls than boys go to school.
- Fewer girls live up at all.

100 million girls and women are just missing. They die because they are not wanted or
not fed or not given the care they need. In addition there is violence and death during
pregnancy and childbirth.
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Mainstreaming means that boys must be sensitized to gender equality issues at an early
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and women.
Mr. Chairman,

The past few years have seen encouraging progress in many fields of

gender equality, most recently in the international community's resolve to address
violence against women, including sexual violence in armed conflict. We also commend
the Secretary General's Clobal UNite campaign, which obviously has inspired women
and men in all corners of the world and led to significant increase in the demand for
support.

As we heard this mornina. the UN_Trust Fund to End Volence aaainst ijeuhiim .
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UNIFEM manages on behalf of the UN system, received an incredible 900 million USD
in requests this year. But, as we also heard this morning, the Trust Fund's available
resources is a mere 12 million USD. This is a stark reminder and reality-check: Few of
us are willing to follow up our words with sufficient funds.
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resolut‘ion>63/31 1 . to establish a composite gender entity in the UN system. We e?(pect
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