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positions. Currently, the number of female senior civil servants is put at 22.5%, while judicial appointments

across the 36 States of the Federation constitute about 30%. A marginal increase has also been witnessed in
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in politics is still relatively low.

Mr. Chairman,

To further promote women’s rights, a National Action Plan on the Promotion and Protection of Human
Rights in Nigeria was developed by the Government and deposited with the United Nations Human Rights
Committee in Geneva in July 2009, with a chapter devoted to the rights of women and children. A National
Policy on Sexual Harassment in Educational Institutions has also been put in place. All sectors of the
Nigerian society, including Civil Society Groups and the Mass Media, are all united in the quest to ensure a
society devoid of violence against women. Temporary shelters including free medical treatments for female
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penalties meted to rapists of innocent girls and women.

In our quest to enhance the rights of the girl - child, an appraisal of girls’ education initiatives and best

practices on girl-child in Nigeria was commissioned by Government in 2008. This is with a view to
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Similarly, my Government has intensified advocacy and Social mobilization for Policy Makers in
States, and for Parliamentarians, Communities, Traditional Rulers and Civil Society organizations. These
are in addition to Baseline Study on Maternal Health Indicators and the Survey on Strategic Social
Framework on Reduction of Maternal and Child Deaths. Training of Traditional Birth Attendants (TBA’s)
has also been upscaled to meet the challenges at the grassroot levels.

I wish to put on record the commendable efforts of Nigeria’s First Lady, H. E. Hajiya (Dr.) Turai
Yar’Adua in advancing the course of women through initiatives such as high level advocacy in maternal
and child health, the economic empowerment of women and youths, as well as peace initiatives within and
outside the country.

Mr. Chairman,

Global partnership and effective national coordination remain critical challenges to the advancement
of women. To ameliorate this, we have adopted a National Gender Policy with its Strategic Implementation
Framework and Plan to strengthen institutional mechanisms for the advancement of women. There has also
been an active and enhanced participation of women’s civil society in the monitoring and evaluation of
national, regional and international initiatives in the country, including the formulation and revision of
domestic laws, policies and regulations as they affect women.

While acknowledging various gains that have been made, there are still some gaps in the full
implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action, the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination Against Women and other international instruments on the advancement of women.

In the light of the foregoing, improved technical and financial support from development partners is
key to the achievement of the goal of advancing the interest and welfare of women and girls. My delegation
wishes to express its support for the ‘Resolution for a New United Nations Gender Equality en:ity based on
the Composite Model’ as a veritable model for the UN, and for global action, in favour of women. We urge
other delegations to do likewj




