





Mr. Chairperson,

Investing in gender equality means investing in progress. The empowerment of
women is a precondition for development. This is also reflected in Millennium
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Mr. Chairperson
We are deeply concerned about the shocking increase of sexual violence in

conflicts around the world, such as in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Rape

and other forms of sexual violence devastate the lives of many thousands of women

of men
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product of hostilities, but a method of warfare used systematically in order to
achieve political and military goals. Even after the end of such conflicts, high levels
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While accountability is of paramount importance, the rights and needs of the

victims of crimes must not be ignored. By providing protection and support to the
victims, it must be ensured that they can testify freely and without fear of retaliation;
the victims’ trust fund of the ICC helps victims of atrocities move forward with their

lives and restore their dignity by granting compensation or other forms of
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the interests of victims.

We hope that the overall important role_of the ICC | mnypity_will he







