


Mr. Chairman,

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address the Third Committee on the agenda
item advancement of women.

May I first congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, and other members of the Bureau, on your
election.

It is my honour to present the first ever Report of the Secretary-General on “Supporting
efforts to end obstetric fistula” contained in document A/63/222. This report has been
prepared pursuant to General Assembly resolution (A/RES/62/138) which requested the
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The continued existence of obstetric fistula reflects not only health system constraints but
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failing to meet the needs of women, and is evidence of the profound social and
institutional neglect of women and girls. The absence of preventive care, including
emergency obstetric care violates the human rights of women and girls, especially their
right to health care and in particular to reproductive health care.

As the Secretary-General’s Report states, considerable progress has been achieved over
the last two decades in focusing attention on maternal death and disability and more

o

[t B AL N 1 mt 1

TaF I'¢

interventions, enhanced data collection and analysis, advocacy programmes and
partnerships, and subsequently stronger political will and financial commitments.

Nevertheless, the challenge to end obstetric fistula requires intensified efforts at the
national, regional and international levels. As the Secretary-General has recently said
“Women and girls suffer persistent bias and neglect, evidenced by disturbing gender gaps
in health, education, employment and empowerment". The efforts to address the health
of women must go beyond strengthening health systems to achieve MDG 5 for
improving maternal health. If MDG 5 is to be achieved, predictable and sustained
funding is essential.






