





Food scarcity and rising food prices endanger the position of women

Mr Chairperson, ladies and gentlemen,

Women around the world, including in the Netherlands, are concerned about rising food
prices and food scarcity. They are concerned about the effect on their standard of living and
well-being. They are concerned about the effect on their immediate environment. And they

are concerned about the effect on their own economic and social position.

The causes of rising food prices are being extensively discussed at local, national, and

international level. We all know that the causes are complex. They include climate change,
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! While the world’s food stocks have been shrinking, food consumption has been growing and

food consumption patterns have been changing — especially in countries with emerging

economies.

Population growth is another key consideration. The world’s population currently stands at
six billion. By 2050, it will be nine billion. Yet one billion people are already going hungry
because of the food security crisis. In the future, more people will lack food security. Food

scarcity will push prices up. There will be more poverty. Economic growth will slow down.









Food is a basic necessity, and governments need to do their best to make sure people have
access to it. Food scarcity and rising food prices maintain or increase inequality between men
and women. For this reason, I would ask you all to devote more attention to women and girls

when developing national and international policies on food production.

Thank you.
Hester Maijj

Dutch women’s representative to the UN General Assembly 2008



