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Mr. Chairperson,

Japan remains strongly convinced that progress for women is progress for all, and that
the principles contained in the internationally agreed instruments, including the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action, must be observed as the basis for action. To that end, my
government has been actively engaged at both the national and international levels in
promoting a gender-equal society. Allow me to share some of Japan’s experiences, especially

in its efforts to eliminate violence against women, achieve gender equality and advance the
status of women in society.

Mr. Chairperson,

Japan has put much effort into fighting the problem of violence against women, which
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and the international community needs to tackle this issue in a comprehensive and concerted
manner. We highly commend the Security Council for reaffirming its political commitment in
this area by adopting its resolution 1820 in June this year following its first adoption in 2000
of SCR 1325 on women, peace and security. We are pleased that the new resolution calls on
the international community to take concrete actions. As a demonstration of its strong support,

Japan joined co-sponsor of the resolution together with 51 other countries.

To prevent conflicts from recurring in post-conflict situations, it is important that women
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Women should not be viewed merely as victims of conflicts, but be seen as a principal role

player in the peace-building. Japan has provided support and making contribution in this area



lives and their social activities by strengthening the social infrastructure that supports

child-raising, for example, through child-care services.

To realize that goal, in late 2007 the Council of Executives of Public and private
Sectors formulated the Charter for a Work-Life Balance and the Action Policy for Promoting

Work-Life Balance with specific numerical targets. We set 10 percent as the targeted rate for
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