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Dear Mr. Chairman,

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) appreciates the opportunity to
address this Committee today in relation inter alia to the Secretary General’s report
on “Trafficking in women and girls” (A/63/215) and is particularly pleased that this
report focuses on two issues close to our heart, namely partnership and cooperation at
all levels, as well as victim protection.

Mr. Chairman,

The feminization of international migration is a contemporary feature of international
mobility, and nearly 50% of the world’s migrants are now women. Many women
today migrate independently of their families in response to a wide range of labour
demands and occupational opportunities, and we recognize the potential for greater
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around the globe. But while we are encouraged by this general empowerment of
women through migration, we must be conscious that migration also has a darker side
that disproportionately affects women by as much as 80%, particularly those being
recruited for jobs in the most unregulated sectors. Women may also face limits to
mobility due to low levels of education, limited socio-economic independence,
inadequate resources and support networks, leaving them more vulnerable to

Evn]nifnﬁnn and hiiman traffinl-are Human frof‘f‘iglrill- B tqrgﬂ i ) T rl i n







