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Chairperson,
Distinguished delegates,
Colleagues and friends,

I am honoured to address the Third Committee of the General Assembly in my
capacity as the Chairperson of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women that oversees implementation of the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women by its 185 State Parties. The
Convention’s Optional Protocol, which mandates the Committee to receive and
consider petitions and inquire into allegations of grave or systematic violations of the
Convention, has been accepted by 92 States parties, most recently by Switzerland and
Tunisia during this year’s annual treaty event.

Last year in my statement to the Third Committee during the Assembly’s sixty-
second session, 1 drew attention to the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women’s many achievements over the twenty-five years since
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Chairperson,
Colleagues and friends,

2008 marks the sixtieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the ﬁfteenth anmversary of the adoptlon of the Vienna Declaratlon and

on the Elimination of Violence against Women. The Universal Declaration
established the framework for the elaboration of a web of binding human rights
norms, while by declaring the human rights of women and the girl child to be ‘an
inalienable, integral and indivisible part of universal human rights,” the Vienna

women’s rights into what had come to be described as ‘mainstream’ human rights.
Vienna provided very specific impetus for the ratification of the Convention, the
elaboration of its Optional Protocol and the work of the Committee. The Declaration
on the Elimination of Violence against Women drew inspiration from the
Committee’s General Recommendation no 19 on violence against women which
identified such violence as discrimination against women and an issue of human
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Optional Protocol to reach their full potential so that it can provide the framework in
which all women, men, girls and boys can enjoy their human rights.

Thank you.






