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Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,
Colleagues and friends,

It is an honour and privilege to address the Third Committee as it discusses the
advancement of women. May I warmly congratulate you, Mr. Chairperson, on your
election and the other Bureau members. I would also like to thank Ambassador Raymond
Wolfe of Jamaica, and members of the outgoing bureau, for their able stewardshi(}i) which
guided the deliberations of this Committee to a fruitful conclusion during the 62™ session
of the General Assembly.

Our discussion today is taking place in the psychological shadow of multiple
crises. The confluence of major threats such as outbreaks of conflict and violence,
projected global economic slowdown, the global financial, food and energy crises, likely
increase in unemployment, natural disasters and emergencies, global warming and
continued lack of progress in trade talks would have serious adverse impact on the
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But we are also in the midst of several transitions - political, economic and social
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totality of views expressed by Member States in the informal plenary consultations,
focusing in particular on the “composite entity” option.

Mr. Chairperson,
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