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I have the honour to make this statement on behalf of the Pacific Islands Forum
countries in New York, in particular the Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji,
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The Pacific Islands Forum reiterates our strong commitment to the

advancement of women. There is also a greater focus than ever before on
economic, social and cult
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ural rights. An exclusive focus on civil and political
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Availability, quality and use of maternal health services, in particular emergency
obstetric care, are important issues in the Pacific, especially where communities
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enormous ocean areas.

contraceptives are areas of important work in the Pacific Islands, and we
welcome the support provided by the SPC, the WHO and UN agencies such as
UNFPA and UNICEF to these issues.

The statistic of the maternal mortality ratio per 100,000 births is a blunt
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Key reference 2004 Pacific Islands Regional MDG Report

Although children’s health and maternal health status in the Pacific has improved significantly in
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Leading causes of maternal death are similar to those reported globally; post partum
haemorrhage, preeclampsia, obstructed labour, puerperal sepsis and complications of unsafe
abortion. Important direct causes include anaemia and malaria.

Safe motherhood has been recognized as a basic human right that is protected by a range of
human rights treaties and laws. Policies and advocacy that support safe motherhood as a basic
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as a human rights issue helps to focus on and emphasise broader issues such as gender
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registration as required by the Convention on the nghts of the Chlld and of the lmponance of
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