


While there are physiological reasons why women and girls have a greater risk of HIV

acquisition than men and boys, strong evidence indicates that gender inequality more broadly,

and violence against women in particular, play an important role in influencing their
vulnerability to HIV The intersections between HIV and violence against women are multiple

and complex, and can be both direct and indirect

Violence or threat of violence against women and girls compromise their ability to refuse sex,

negotiate condom use, or to refuse to inject drugs with partner's equipment Women who

experience forced sexual intercourse, including by intimate partner, may be exposed to

elevated HIV risk The sexual violence perpetrated against women and girls may not only
constitute a risk factor for HIV transmission in itself, but it can also lead to risk-taking

behaviours in the aftermath of violence that increase the vulnerability to HIV For example,

women who have a previous history of sexual or physical violence in their childhood and

adolescence may be more likely to have multiple sexual partners, or engage in harmful use of

substances Similarly, men who perpetrate sexual and/or physical violence are more likely to

engage in high risk-taking behaviours that increase the risk of HIV

Closing this vicious circle, women who are living with HIV may experience stigma,

discrimination and even violence due to their status, including but not limited to intimate

partner violence Women living with HIV from several countries report that they have been

subjected to coerced sterilisation

Fear of rejection, abandonment and/or violence continue to be a major barrier to HIV

prevention, treatment and care Many women may avoid HIV testing and/or subsequent

disclosure of their HIV status to the partner, which may compromise their access to treatment

and hinder prevention (i e condom use, eMTCT, harm reduction programmes)

At the 2011 High-level meeting of the United Nations General Assembly, Member States
unanimously adopted the Political Declaration on HIV and AIDS which recognized the need to
address the mterlmkages between violence against women and girls and HIV in order to

ensure an effective response They pledged to eliminate gender inequalities, discrimination

and gender-based violence to increase the capacity of women and girls to protect themselves

from the risk of HIV infection, including by undertaking all necessary measures to empower

women and girls, such as legal measures for the promotion and protection of women's full

enjoyment of all human rights and elimination of violence against them, providing access to

education and health services, including for sexual and reproductive health, strengthening

their economic independence, and engaging men and boys in achieving gender equality

Madame Chairperson,

Directly or indirectly, violence against women increases women's and girl's risk of HIV

infection Some groups of women and girls are more likely to experience violence that may

increase their vulnerability to HIV
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