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Chair,

In the course of the French Revolution the political activist and feminist Mme Olympe de

She was executed.

Centuries later, women Human rights defenders are still facing systematic violence and even

death in some parts of the world.

Through centuries of history, courageous women have moved the world forward, often

against the gpposition of men in nowg,
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Violence against women: what is it?
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ethnicity and regardless of wealth.

It is the leading cause of deaths and disabilities amaong women of allages. Cansine mare :
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Chair,
Women’s and girls’ sexual and reproductive health and rights is by some thought to be too

controversial and difficult to talk about. But how can we not talk about it when an estimated
150 million gjrls under 18 suffered from sexual viglence in 2012 alone? Whenteen
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pregnancies is the number one cause of mortality for girls between 15 and 19? When women
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