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Chairperson,
Allow me to join all the pievious speakeis in congratulating you and your buieau on the excellent
manner m which you are conducting matters of the committee You can be assured of my
delegation's cooperation and support

My delegation would like to align with the statements delivered by the distinguished
representative of Fiji on behalf of tire Group of 77 {Gil) and China, and Chad on behalf of the
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million people Consequently the cultiue of silence has been bioken and there is a marked
increase m the number of reported cases of violence against women

Chairperson,

Furthermore, women and girls, who constitute 52% of the population m Malawi, aie more
vulnerable to HIV transmission and impacts of AIDS than men and boys Of the 920,000 people
living with HIV, about 470,000 are women and 120,000 are children aged 0 to 14 years Sexual
abuse of children, poverty, unequal powei relations, high levels of illiteracy, burden of care that
women shoulder, poor access to HIV and AIDS services including care and treatment are still
troubling issues The fight against HIV and AIDS at all the levels continues Malawi has also
accelerated the implementation of safe motherhood programme with the establishment of an
office'm the Office of the President and Cabmet and involvement 6f the traditional leaders The
soothing news is that accoidmg to UN estimates of 2012 maternal mortality ratio has declined to
460 from 675 per 100,000 live births m 2010

Chairperson,
Despite the progress m the fight agamst gender based violence, challenges such as inadequate
resources to roll out best practices, increased natural disasters due to climate change, limited
access to justice services; poverty among women, poor and inadequate infrastructure, persistent
harmful cultural practices, and resistance to behavior change remain

The assistance rendered b}' the United Nations family and other development partners towards the
fight agamst gender based violence is appreciated Malawi is however appealing to the United
Nations and all the cooperating partners to increase resources allocation for the Violence Agamst
Women programmes

Finally, allow me to conclude by stressing the importance of partnerships m the realization of
peaceful societies free from violence

I thank you.


