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Madam Chair,

2015 will mark the 20tl1 anniversary of the Fourth World Women's

Conference as well as the deadline for the realization of the MDGs.

While the attention of the international community is now focused on the

preparation of the post 2015 international development agenda, the UN

should take real actions on the issue of women in the run-up to 2015. In

this connection, China wishes to make the following observations:

First, greater attention should be given to eradicating poverty of

women and promoting women's development. The MDGs contain

specific goals on gender equality, women's empowerment, and

improvement of maternal health care to guide member states' effort in

this regard. However, women remain the poorest group of the world's

poor and each year there are still large numbers of death related to

pregnancy and child-bearing. There is still a long way to go before these

goals are realized. China believes that the women issue is ultimately the

issue of development and can only be addressed through development.

The post 2015 development agenda will not only chart the future path of

global development, but also bear significantly on the rights, interests and

wellbeing of all women. Therefore, the post 2015 development agenda

should prioritize eradication of poverty so as to seek the solution to the

poverty of women and promote their development.

Secondly, no effort should be spared to carry out a

comprehensive review and appraisal of the Beijing Declaration and

Platform for Action at its 20tl, anniversary. As the most comprehensive

and authoritative UN documents on women, the Beijing Declaration and

Platform for Action and the outcome document of the 23rd Special

Session of the OA have laid down goals for women's development in 12

priority areas. China supports the recommendation contained in the

Secretary General's report to have the CSW to carry out 18.2 8.3muppo
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all the provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities formulated and

started to implement a new round of plan for women's development. The

amount of small secure loans to women has now exceeded 100 billion

RMB since it was introduced three years ago; and nearly 10 million

women in urban and rural areas were helped to find employment or start

their own business. In the area of eliminating violence against women,

China's Criminal Law, Civil Law, and the Law Safeguarding Women's

Rights and Interests all provide provisions against violence against

women. The government has established a cross-department cooperation

mechanism to stop various forms of violence against women and provide

timely assistance to the victims. In the area of protecting women's rights

and interests, China's State Council issued in 2012 the Special Provisions

on Labor Protection for Female Employees, which contain rules on

prolonging maternity leave for female employees and preventing and

stopping sexual harassment at work places.

China always attaches great importance to international cooperation

in the field of women, especially within the UN framework. It has taken

an active part and played a constructive role in the work of the CSW and

the Executive Board of UN Women. In the future, China is committed to

continuing to work with other countries to contribute to the advancement

of women's cause throughout the world.

Thank you, Madam Chair.
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