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Under the General Discussion of Agenda Item 3, Follow-up to the Fourth World
Conference on Women and to the twenty-third special session of the General
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Chairperson,

While the marginalization of Africa is rooted in the historical, political, socio-economic
and cultural context, their rights have been a priority in Africa. The Assembly of Heads
of States and Governments of the African Union has demonstrated its commitment to
Gender Equality and women’s empowerment through the adoption of landmark
provisions and statutes. This is reflected in relevant provisions of the Constitutive Act of
the African Union, the Solemn Declaration and Gender Equality in Africa and the New
Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). These instruments provide the basis for
holding governments accountable for advancing the status and rights of women in their
respective countries. Indeed, the ADF VI held in Addis Ababa in 2008 had called for a
three-year Africa-Wide Campaign to Eliminate Violence Against Women and Girls. The
campaign focused on fostering a universal responsibility to protect and respect women
and girls, as well as preventing and punishing all forms of violence against women and
girls. It also addressed underlying factors, such as, the socio-
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