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Distinguished	
  chair	
  and	
  delegates,	
  I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  thank	
  the	
  Commission	
  on	
  the	
  Status	
  of	
  
Women	
  for	
  inviting	
  FAO	
  to	
  speak	
  here	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  Rome	
  based	
  agencies.	
  
	
  
The	
  Rome	
  based	
  agencies	
  are	
  the	
  three	
  UN	
  organizations	
  most	
  directly	
  responsible	
  for	
  
achieving	
  a	
  world	
  without	
  hunger.	
  	
  We	
  each	
  tackle	
  the	
  challenge	
  of	
  hunger	
  from	
  different	
  
angles	
  –	
  FAO	
  through	
  knowledge	
  generation	
  and	
  policy;	
  IFAD	
  through	
  rural	
  investment	
  
programmes;	
  and	
  WFP	
  is	
  the	
  world’s	
  largest	
  humanitarian	
  agency,	
  providing	
  	
  food	
  and	
  
nutrition	
  assistance	
  and	
  innovative	
  solutions	
  for	
  fighting	
  hunger	
  worldwide.	
  
	
  
Together	
  we	
  have	
  been	
  working	
  to	
  ensure	
  rural	
  women	
  are	
  central	
  agents	
  in	
  the	
  fight	
  
against	
  hunger.	
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We	
  in	
  the	
  development	
  community	
  are	
  always	
  being	
  asked	
  to	
  set	
  concrete	
  goals	
  and	
  identify	
  
concrete	
  objectives	
  for	
  our	
  work.	
  	
  Last	
  year’s	
  State	
  of	
  Food	
  and	
  Agriculture	
  Report	
  could	
  not	
  
have	
  set	
  clearer	
  goals	
  and	
  objectives	
  for	
  us.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  SOFA	
  showed	
  that	
  by	
  giving	
  women	
  equal	
  access	
  to	
  productive	
  agricultural	
  resources—
land,	
   inputs,	
   training,	
   credit-­‐-­‐	
   women’s	
   farm	
   productivity	
   would	
   increase	
   by	
   20-­‐30%,	
  
countries’	
   total	
   agricultural	
   output	
  would	
   increase	
   by	
   2.5-­‐4.0%	
   and	
   100-­‐150	
  million	
   fewer	
  
people	
  would	
  be	
  hungry.	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Essentially	
  the	
  SOFA	
  said	
  because	
  rural	
  women’s	
  economic	
  potential	
   is	
  squandered,	
  100	
  to	
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Malnourished	
  rural	
  girls	
  become	
  malnourished	
  rural	
  mothers,	
  whose	
  children	
  are	
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of	
  women	
  and	
  girls	
  (as	
  well	
  as	
  men	
  and	
  boys)	
  in	
  the	
  world	
  through	
  ownership	
  of	
  the	
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First,	
  we	
  should	
  commit	
  ourselves	
  to	
  the	
  goal	
  of	
  giving	
  rural	
  women	
  and	
  men	
  equal	
  access	
  to	
  
the	
   productive	
   resources	
   they	
   need	
   to	
   fulfil	
   their	
   role	
   as	
   farmers	
   and	
   agricultural	
  
entrepreneurs.	
  Second,	
  we	
  should	
  develop	
  clear	
  targets	
  and	
   indicators	
  which	
  measure	
  our	
  
progress	
  toward	
  this	
  goal.	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
We	
   know	
   that	
   by	
   unleashing	
   the	
   abilities	
   of	
   rural	
   women,	
   agricultural	
   productivity	
   will	
  
increase;	
  nations’	
  agricultural	
  output	
  will	
  be	
  raised,	
  and	
  rural	
  off	
  farm	
  activities	
  will	
  flourish.	
  	
  
Thus	
  millions	
  of	
  people	
  will	
  be	
  lifted	
  out	
  of	
  hunger.	
  	
  But	
  no	
  single	
  agency	
  or	
  the	
  UN	
  system	
  
working	
  alone	
  can	
  solve	
  these	
  complex	
  problems.	
  	
  We	
  must	
  all	
  work	
  together	
  in	
  partnership.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
   three	
  Rome-­‐based	
   agencies	
   are	
  working	
   together.	
  We	
   invite	
   you	
   to	
   join	
   us.	
   Let’s	
   join	
  
forces	
   to	
   empower	
   rural	
   women,	
   so	
   we	
   can	
   find	
   increase	
   women’s	
   productivity,	
   find	
   the	
  
“missing	
  agricultural	
  production”	
  and	
  lift	
  100	
  –	
  150	
  million	
  additional	
  people	
  out	
  of	
  poverty.	
  	
  


