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PATH is an international nonprofit organization that creates sustainable, culturally relevant 
solutions. PATH’s mission is to improve the health of people around the world by advancing 
technologies, strengthening systems and promoting healthy behaviors. In 2003, in coordination 
with other allied organizations, PATH created the Inter-American Alliance for the Prevention of 
Gender Violence from a Health Perspective (InterCambios). The Alliance’s aim is to help improve 
the capacity of the health sector in Latin America and the Caribbean to respond to gender violence 
with a public health and human rights based approach.  
 
InterCambios brings together people and organizations working in different spheres to respond to 
the problem of violence against women and 
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framework (WHO 2005). A key element in our practice has been making the people who provide 
services recognize the detection of violence against women and girls as an opportunity to prevent 
critical health situations like suicide, the non-
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institutionality, ethnicity and poverty delay the institutional response, very often resulting in a loss of 
time and evidence, which can be determining factors in promoting access to justice and the 
prevention of after-
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self-protection through the ide
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myths and prejudices related to violence against women; the identification of the role of institutions 
and support networks in facilitating or limiting women's decision making; and the highlighting of 
links between gender-
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3. Establishing alliances with mothers or carers (Peña, Quintanilla, et al. 2007) and being able to 
work with them as reference figures for their daughters is critical at this stage of adolescence. 
This also creates an arena for the prevention of violence that is inter-generational as well as 
among genders.  

4. The conducting of multi-strategy processes (Peña, Quintanilla, et al. 2008)—e.g. peer groups, 
working with mothers/fathers, a social communication strategy—could be more effective 
than working on strategies in an isolated way.  

5. Working with male “reference figures” has proved difficult and is therefore still a pending 
challenge. One solution could be to adjust the strategies to times and places that facilitate 
their participation. 
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