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I. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING 

A. Background 

1. 
Beijing Platform for Action and Its Regional and Global Outcomes was held at the United 
Nations Conference Centre, Bangkok, from 7 to 10 September 2004. 

The High-level Intergovernmental Meeting to Review Regional Implementation of the 

2. 
session in 2001 to review the implementation in Asia and the Pacific of the Beijing Declaration 
and the Platform for Action, which had been adopted by the Fourth World Conference on 
Women, held in Beijing in 1995, and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of the 
General Assembly, held in New York in 



8. Representatives of the following intergovernmental organizations were present: Agence 
Intergouvernementale de la Francophonie, Asian Development Bank, Commonwealth 
Secretariat, International Organization for Migration and Secretariat of the Pacific Community. 

9. Observers were present from non-governmental organizations in consultative status with 
the Economic and Social Council as well as those accredited to the Fourth World Conference on 
Women and the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly. 

C. Opening of the Meeting 

10. 
promoted a more holistic approach to understanding the multi-faceted nature of gender concerns 
at the highest political level where national machineries and other government counterparts were 
able to recognize the value of exchange, information sharing and capacity-building across 
sectors, between Governments and together with civil society and private partners. He stressed 
that the Meeting was not only a time to reflect on the Beijing Declaration, but also a time to re- 
evaluate and concentrate on the actions that lead to greater gender equality, both in the region 
and globally. 

In his statement, the Executive Secretary of ESCAP noted that the High-level Meeting 

11. 
between Governments, civil society and other partners in order to encourage and strengthen 
channels for dialogue through regional and subregional cooperation and integration. He stressed 
that it was time to actively reassert support to what had been pledged 



14. The Permanent Secretary reiterated the Executive Secretary’s sentiment that the 
challenges demanded stronger and more effective partnerships and the application of strategic 
responses that were grounded in the relevant economic and social contexts, with the participation 
and ownership of both women and men. He hoped that the Meeting would be a useful forum to 
deliberate upon strategies and ways forward, share knowledge and experiences, resolve to make 
the best and widest possible use of the spirit of cooperation, experiences and innovation, and 
agree to accord women’s empowerment and gender equality a prominent place on the Asian and 
Pacific national, subregional and regional agendas. 

15. 
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, and Officer in Charge, Office of the 
Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women. She placed the Meeting in the 
global context of a continuous cycle of research and analysis; goal-setting; reviewing progress to 
identify achievements as well as gaps, challenges and obstacles; and renewing and expanding 
commitments set by the First World Conference on Women held in Mexico in 1975. She noted 
that there was increased commitment to the Convention on the Elimination of All ForfcTc 1.0Dap.2605 0 Td
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18. 
Status of Women, and Ms. Luagalau Foisagaasina Eteuati Shon, Chief Executive Officer, 
Ministry of Women, Community and Social Development, Samoa, were elected joint 
Rapporteurs. 

Ms. Yoriko Meguro, Representative of Japan to the United Nations Commission on the 

E. Adoption of the agenda 

19. The Meeting adopted the following agenda: 

1. Opening of the session. 
2. Election of officers. 
3. Adoption of the agenda. 
4. Review of implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action and its regional and 

global outcomes. 
5 .  Implementation gaps and challenges ahead in the ESCAP region. 
6. Approaches for creating and sustaining an enabling environment for gender 

equality. 
7. Adoption of the report. 

11. REVIEW OF IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BEIJING PLATFORM FOR 
ACTION AND ITS REGIONAL AND GLOBAL OUTCOMES 

20. 
Platform for Action and its regional and global outcomes”, the Meeting made the following 
observations. 

In considering document E/ESCAP/BPA/I, “Review of implementation of the Beijing 

21. 
Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of the 
General Assembly held in 2000. Following the adoption of the Beijing Declaration and Platform 
for Action in 1995 and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly 
held in 2000, many countries had made progress, including the formulation of national action 
plans to promote gender equality and empower women; the establishment of national 
machineries for the advancement of women; improvements in areas concerning women’s health, 
including maternal and reproductive health and longer life expectancy; revision of domestic laws 
and regulations discriminating against women; affirmative measures to improve women’s 
political participation; increased access of women to basic education and significant decrease in 
women’s illiteracy rate; and women’s economic empowerment through microcredit, 
microentrepreneurship development programme and i ncome-generati n g activities. 

All countries of the Asian and Pacific region reaffirmed the consensus of the Beijing 

A. Women and poverty 

22. Almost all of the countries in  the ESCAP region had introduced programmes for poverty 
reduction and alleviation. Income-generation schemes centring around microcredit, public works 
programmes (for example, food for work), technological upgrading, skills development 
programmes and the provision of some form of social safety nets featured not only in attempts to 
create income-earning opportunities for women and to broaden women’s economic participation. 

5 



but also in health and education. Microcredit should integrate gender empowerment, family 
planning, responsible parenthood and women’s health into the programmes to deliver other 
support services, such as health facilities, education, skills training and technology upgrading, to 
women in poverty. Programmes included poverty mapping, nationwide village funds, farmers’ 
temporary debt suspension schemes, a cyber women information database incorporating the 12 
critical areas of concern and articles of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women, with 





33.  In the 



institutions. In some countries, the reservation of one third of local village and municipal body 
and council seats for women had resulted in a “quiet revolution” as women had significantly 
increased their participation in grass-roots democratic institutions. In other countries, laws 
combined with awareness programmes and leadership training had been provided to ensure more 
equitable representation at various levels of Government. In public service, there had been a 
visible increase in women’s access to the decision-making process. The decentralization of 
administrative power as well as policies to provide women equal access to and opportunity in 
local administrative positions had facilitated that process. There was a need to create and 
enhance mechanisms to promote the meaningful participation of all women in governance, 
especially young women, at all levels of decision-making and specifically support youth-led 
initiatives so that women could advance their rights. 

H. Institutional mechanisms for the advancement of women 

38. 
through (a) the adoption of national plans of action to promote gender equality and women’s 
empowerment, incorporating all or most of the 12 critical areas of concern of the Platform for 
Action; and the establishment of implementation structures such as national coordinating 
committees. In some countries, however, national action plans had not been translated into action 
or incorporated in national development plans; and (b) the strengthening of national institutional 
mechanisms, as evidenced by the upgrading of the location of the national focal points within the 
government structure. Many countries had also supplemented those subnational units at the 
provincial, district or village level, and had linkages with focal points in other ministries. 

At the institutional level, all Governments had demonstrated their political will 

I. Women and the media 

39. 
media and the new communication technology, including the Internet, gender-sensitive 
programming needed to be promoted. Some countries encouraged media professionals to take up 
the challenge to break the mould and portray women as individual human beings with a sense of 
dignity. Media strategies to build a positive image of women and eliminate their negative 
portrayal had been observed, such as sensitizing the media and barring the circulation of obscene 
and pornographic images and publications. However, freedom of the mass media was important 
to build a democratic society. Constructive changes should come from the media professionals. 
For that goal and beyond, it was considered essential to increase the participation and access of 
women to expression and decision-making in and through the media and the new communication 
technologies. There was a need for creating an environment to train women in, and enable them 
to make full use of, information technology. 

To eliminate traditional gender biases and derogatory representations of women in the 

J. The girl child 

40. 
education. Most countries reported that they had attained equal enrolment among boys and girls 
at the primary school level and had seen improvements at the secondary and tertiary levels. A 
few countries reported that female students outnumbered male students in non-traditional subject 
areas and post- secondary level education, although girls in several countries were still 

Among all the areas concerning the girl child, notable development had been seen in 
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111. IMPLEMENTATION GAPS AND CHALLENGES AHEAD IN 
THE ESCAP REGION 



such as parental perceptions and society’s attitudes towards women’s education and skill 
formation and lack of reproductive health choices. External shocks and economic crises 
compounded those difficulties and had a discouraging effect on women’s education. 

51. 
in women’s education and training to promote women affirmatively to positions of leadership. 
Although institutional practices and barriers were slow to change, some developed countries 
reported government initiatives in partnership with the private sector to train women for 
assuming responsible positions in the boardrooms through mentoring and training activities. 

More needed to be done in private sector businesses to take advantage of the investment 

C. Women and health 

52. 
right to health in general and their reproductive rights in particular. Those included women’s 
rights to reproductive health services and sexual health services. Gender, combined with 
geographical location, social class and ethnicity, constituted powerful barriers. Maternal 
mortality remained high in many countries as primary health-care services had experienced 
cutbacks in resources. Lack of control in the area of sexual and reproductive health prevented 
many women and girls from improving their status and exercising autonomy in their personal 
lives, including decisions regarding marriage, family planning and use of health services. 
Limited access to reliable information on family planning services and to other services 
necessary for full reproductive health also acted as a powerful barrier to the implementation of 
the Beijing Platform for Action. In addition, the availability, affordability and slow development 
of, and inaccessibility to, quality services had acted as powerful bamers for realizing the needs 
and rights of women and girl children, especially those of poor women. Those included high- 
quality care systems such as delivery by skilled birth attendants, timely referral and transport, 
safe management of complications, comprehensive obstetric care and user-friendly campaigns, 
and high-quality care and treatment of HIV/AIDS. 

The Meeting noted with concern a variety of factors that continued to impede women’s 

53. 
childhood, many were deprived of their self-determination, and became victims of domestic 
violence and sexual abuse in institutions and the workplace. Women with disabilities had been 
denied maternal rights because of their disability. General Recommendation No. 18 of the 
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women included the need to take 
measures in the areas of employment, education, health services and social security for disabled 
women. General Recommendation No. 24 gave special attention to the health needs and rights of 
women with disabilities. Additionally, the Meeting noted that as part of the human rights 
framework, the State needed to respect, protect, fulfil and promote reproductive and sexual 
health for all, including young, disabled, indigenous and other marginalized groups. 

Women with disabilities faced many barriers, especially in the area of health. From 

54. The Meeting noted that the social and economic factors that made women particularly 
vulnerable to HIVlAIDS needed to be addressed rather than HIV/AIDS prevention in isolation. 
The Meeting also noted that HIV/AIDS and gender-based violence needed to be addressed in 
reproductive health services. Governments must ensure that user fees were abolished where 
imposed on the poor for reproductive health services, particularly for emergency medical 
obstetric care, antenatal care and post-natal care, and family planning services. 



D. Violence against women 

55. Several countries reported that violence against women in all its forms, including 
violence during internal strife and armed conflict and domestic violence, trafficking in women 
and girls, spousal abuse, harmful practices and sexual abuse, was a grave social problem. 
Concern was expressed that such violence might irreparably damage the reproductive and sexual 
health of women and girls. The issues needed to be viewed as a human rights concern. 

E. Women and armed conflict 

56. The Meeting noted with concern the situations of conflict in some countries in the region 
and the serious impact on the rights and livelihoods of women and children in particular. 
Militarism, war and armed conflict were also referred to as having a negative effect on women’s 
lives and the effective implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action. 

57. 
the country. The conflict had also damaged the country’s statistical capacity. Thus, in statistical 
terms, very little was known about the status of women in Afghanistan. Additionally, figures for 
women’s life expectancy, poverty, maternal mortality and morbidity were disturbing. Almost 
half the deaths among Afghan women in the reproductive age group were from pregnancy and 
childbirth complications. Poverty, lack of access to health facilities and emergency obstetric 
care, early marriage and childbearing, high fertility, lack of antenatal and post-natal care, and 
poor nutrition were among the health problems that continued to plague women in Afghanistan. 

Years of armed conflict in Afghanistan had severely affected the situation of women in 

F. Women and the economy 

58. 
continued in both the formal and informal sectors, created wage differentials, and hampered 
promotions, access to education and training opportunities and occupational mobility. Such 
discrimination went against the spirit and the provisions of the Beijing Platform for Action. 
Moreover, women working in the informal sector seldom enjoyed any legal or social protection. 
Several best practices had been adopted in a number of countries to discourage and overcome 
discriminatory practices in the labour market, including measures to assist employers in issuing 
non-discriminatory job advertisements, prohibition job 



were drawn up in accordance with international labour standards. Additional fundamental 
elements of women’s economic empowerment were freedom from fear of traffickers of women 
and 





69. 
Pacific subregion, in the work of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women was needed as a way of promoting the ratification and awareness of the Convention in 
the subregion. Clarification was sought as to how the Committee members were elected. 

It was pointed out that the strengthened involvement of countries, particularly in the 

L. Women and the environment 

70. The degradation of the environment was a major concern for both rural and urban 
women, including tribal and indigenous women, as i t  affected their survival and livelihood. The 
massive and continued use of fertilizers in food production posed serious health risks to women. 
There was a need to promote local and indigenous environment-friendly production processes 
and management of resources. 

M. Other issues 

71. 
governmental organization partnerships and networking on the implementation of the Beijing 
Platform for Action, a trend which had begun even before the Fourth World Conference on 
Women, held in Beijing in 1995. However, in reviewing partnerships for the implementation of 
the Beijing Platform for Action and for 





v. ADOPTION OF THE BANGKOK COMMUNIQUE 

80. 



a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

The insufficient catalytic role of national machineries for the advancement of 
women in the national planning and policy-making process. 
The lack of policies, legislations and programmes to protect women migrant 
workers’ human rights. 
The lack of reproductive health information and services or care to women, 
particularly young women and adolescents. 
The 



* Protecting women and children in situations arising from militarism, war and 
armed conflict, and in particular, from the use of rape and sexual violence and 
hostage-taking as a strategy of war. 
Mainstreaming of women in environmental decision-making at all levels in the 
context of environmental degradation and pollution, climate change, and their 
impact on gender. 

0 

FURTHERMORE, WE RECOGNIZE the importance of ensuring linkages and cross- 
fertilization with commitments to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women, Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) on women, 
peace and security, International Conference on Popuhion and Development 
Programme of Action, the Millennium Declaration, the internationally agreed 
development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration, which 
are recognized as effective in realizing women’s human rights and gender equality. 

WE ENCOURAGE the strengthening of cooperation and partnerships, and the 
commitment to allocating increased resources by governments, non-governmental 
organizations, development partners, and regional, international and intergovernmental 
agencies. 

WE THEREFORE RENEW OUR COMMITMENT TO THE FULL AND 
EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 



Annex I 
Summary of panel presentations 

PANEL I 

Ms. Jayati Ghosh noted that following the Beijing Conference, the region had undergone many 
changes, with accelerated economic growth and equally rapid economic declines, as well as 
enormous shifts in employment patterns. The labour market in the region witnessed a rapid 
increase in the number of women entering the paid labour force, especially in the export 
industry. Since the late 1990s, however, an increasing number of women had had to move from 
the paid labour force into unpaid domestic work and the informal sector. As a result, the region 
experienced a very large increase in women’s economic migration, among other things. Most 
nations in the region were currently operating far below their economic potential, with labour 
supply well in excess of labour demand, and there had been a sharp decline in the female formal 
labour force participation rate across the entire region. Women’s paid work had decreased 
substantially and had been replaced by less permanent, more part-time and unpaid work, and 
increased subcontracting and outsourcing; there had also been a marked increase in 



must also work towards women’s economic empowerment as well as women’s sexual autonomy 
to combat violence against women in the region. Trafficking must be seen as an aspect of 
migration. Strong laws and policies were needed to combat trafficking, yet that should not hinder 
regular economic migration or women’s rights to cross borders in search of economic 
opportunities or to escape negative conditions in their own communities. 

Ms. Nancy Hafkin noted that gender differences continued to be largely ignored in information 
and communication technology (ICT) advances, although the five-year review of the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action had recommended actions to be taken to develop initiatives 
to give women greater access to ICTs and give them access to the gains offered by ICT. The 
growth of ICT had been uneven in other ways. It had been concentrated in urban areas and 
wealthier countries. There was a need to ensure that new technologies promoted gender equality 
and did not perpetuate or create additional gender disadvantages. Specific attention must be paid 
to gender issues to ensure that the effective use of ICT improved the lives and livelihoods of all 
citizens and alleviated poverty. Countries must encourage more women to participate in ICT 





Such a rights-based approach recognized 



Annex I1 
Explanation of position by the United States of America 



Annex I11 
Explanation of position by France, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland and New Zealand, and Observer States Canada and Sweden 

I take the floor on behalf of France, the Netherlands, Sweden, Canada and New Zealand. 

Almost 10 years ago, countries around the world, including all countries in  the ESCAP region, 
negotiated and signed the Platform for Action of the Fourth World Conference on Women. We 
appreciate that, at this week's ESCAP High-level Meeting, countries took the opportunity to 
reaffirm the Beijing Platform for Action and showed strong support for other global 
commitments, particularly the Millennium Declaration, the International Conference on 
Population and Development Programme of Action and the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 

The review in New York next year can take from this Meeting the following: 
- 
- 
- 

An absolute reaffirmation of Beijing; 
A commitment to implement the Beijing Platform for Action; 
A renewed resolve to achieve gender equality and the human rights of womcn 

We were pleased to observe a general consensus that the time had come to transfer words into 
actions. 

We recognize the rights of any person, woman or man, to have control over her or his own life, 
body and sexuality. 

More substantial progress is needed in the following areas: 
- 
- 
- 

Sexual and reproductive health and rights, including information for youth and adolescents; 
The negative impact of HIV and AIDS on women, especially poor and marginalized groups; 
Recognition of women's role in conflict prevention, resolution and peace-building, 

We look forward to further concrete progress in New York next year 


