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Sciences, Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture, Organization of American States and 
International Organization for Migration. 

10. In addition, the following non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the 
Economic and Social Council. On the Roster: Centre for Development and Populntions Activities 
(CEDPA), International Right to Life Federation. In general consultative status: Association for Women’s 
Rights in Development (AWID), Centro de Intercambio y Servicios Con0 Sur Argentina - Red Mujer y 
Hibitat de Amkrica Latina (CISCA), International Council for Adult Education (ICAE), Latin American 
and Caribbean Women’s Health Network (LACWHN). In sDecial consultative status: Action Aid, 
Amnesty International, Association of United Families International, Campaign Life Coalition, Caribbean 
Association for Feminist Research and Action (CAFRA), Catholics for a Free Choice (CFFC), Research 
Centre for Feminist Action (CIPAF), Centro de la Mujer Peruana Flora Tristin, Andean Commission of 
Jurists, Latin American and Caribbean Committee for Defence of Women’s Rights (CLADEM), 
Concerned Women for America (CWA), David M. Kennedy Center for International Studies, 
Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era (DAWN), International Women’s Health Coalition 
(IWHC), P A S  Mexico, International Organization for the Right to Education and Freedom of Education 
(OIDEL), Life 
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Guatemala 
Honduras 
Paraguay 
Puerto Rico 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 
Venezuela 

Rapuorteur Ecuador 

Documentation 

14. 
Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean appears as annex 6. 

The list of working documents presented by the Secretariat to the ninth 
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11. PROCEEDINGS 

Opening meeting 

16. At the 
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21. The Secretary of Foreign Affairs of Mexico recalled that 30 years had past since the World 
Conference in 1975, during which period the issue of gender equity had gained currency on the political 
agenda of the countries in the region. However, persistent poverty, violence, marginalization, trafficking 
in persons and armed conflicts meant that women were still unable to fully exercise their rights and the 
unfortunate situation in Latin America and the Caribbean defied a solution. Hence the relevance of the 
meeting convened by ECLAC and the importance of the set of initiatives adopted by the international 
community, which, without gender equity, would not only lack efficiency but also meaning. 

22. He said that the make-up of the delegations at the meeting reflected the vital importance attached 
to the issue of gender equity by the Governments, as well as the relevance and timeliness of the topics 
selected for the debates to be held during the Conference. 

23. The President of Mexico welcomed the delegations and the international organizations 
represented at the meeting and said that it was an honour for his country to host the Conference. The 
international organizations, and particularly ECLAC, recognized that the future of Latin America and the 
Caribbean was closely linked to the development of women and to the full realization of their rights. In 
his opinion, regional policies in the sphere of gender equity needed to be promoted and the work of 
ECLAC would enable the countries to focus on attaining the Millennium Development Goals -goals that 
the Government of Mexico had undertaken as indicators of its own performance- evidencing its 
commitment and dedication to the development model. 

24. The document presented at the Conference identified significant accomplishments made by every 
country of the region. Nevertheless a number of pending challenges remained to be addressed. Women 
were still unable to exercise their rights fully and suffered more acutely than men the consequences of 
economic and social problems. Resolving those challenges represented a long-standing commitment for 
Governments, institutions and civil society in democratic countries. Mexico was determined to fulfil that 
commitment and to add its efforts to those undertaken at the regional level. In conclusion, he recognized 
the efforts to 
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subsequent establishment of the Women and Development Unit within ECLAC had been equally 
important advances in that they provided an underpinning for the efforts to achieve gender equality. 

Presentation of national reDorts 

27. Activity reports were presented by 24 member States and associate members of the Commission: 
Anguilla, Netherlands Antilles, Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
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36. The delegations unanimously reaffirmed their commitment to the international agreements 
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40. All of the participants emphasized the huge significance of the period that had transpired since 
the World Conference in 1975, as the processes initiated on that occasion had radically altered the 
dynamic of relations between women and men, not only in the sphere of public or business roles but in all 
aspects of everyday life. They recognized the valuable work of institutions and organizations of the 
WOIIICII’L IIIUVCIIICIIL in those piocesscs and illustratcd thcm with facts and personal anccdotcs. 

41. The panellists described the real and symbolic obstacles that had hindered their work as women 
in posts of high responsibility. In that connection, they supported affirmative action measures as aTj
bi/6 Td
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Statements by civil society organizations 

44. Speaking on behalf of the civil society organizations present at the Conference, Blanca Dole said 
that their participation at the meeting was a decisive support for the sovereignty of States and the systems 
that promoted dialogue and consolidatcd dcmocracy and a rccognition of thc Latin Amcrican and 
Caribbean countries’ ability to generate their own ideas and to defend them jointly in world forums. She 
reaffirmed the validity of the principles expressed in the Platform for Action of Beijing, the Programme 
of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development of Cairo and the development 
goals set forth in the Millennium Declaration as an indispensable tool for overcoming an economic model 
that fostered injustice and inequality and for eradicating a style of development which engendered the 
racism, exclusion and hunger suffered by people throughout the region. 

Report of the Rapporteur 

45. 
contained in the final report of the Conference. 

Consideration and adoption of ameements bv the Conference (agenda item 7) 

46. The representative of Mexico submitted to the plenary meeting a draft declaration entitled 
Mexico City Consensus and explained that it was the outcome of a broad process of negotiation in which 
all the member countries present had taken part. At her proposal, the representatives of the States 
members proceeded to adopt the declaration by acclamation. 

47. 
of the delegations of El Salvador and Nicaragua had been received. 

48. 
report; suhsequently, the delegation of Cuba made a statement, which is reproduced as annex 4 

49. The representative of Canada, speaking on behalf of the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, 
Portugal and Canada, said that those countries welcomed the adoption of the Mexico City Consensus. The 
reaffinnation in the Consensus of the Beijing Declaration and Programme of Action and the outcome of 
the five-year review process (Beijing +5) was a clear demonstration of the region’s firm and continuous 
support for the objectives and commitments of those essential documents and set an important precedent 
for the preparatory meetings of other regions. The Governments that she represented 
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Conference on Women, which was a milestone in the struggle for the emancipation of women. She was 
convinced that ten years later, the fortieth anniversary of that memorable occasion would be celebrated 
with the same spirit and that the current conference would be recalled for the effort to achieve consensus 
against all odds. In her view, that success stemmed from the recognition and admiration of women who, 
although lacking the opportunity to express themselves, could be held up as cxamplcs of pcrsistence, 
dignity and struggle for the right to a life of full citizenship. 

Closing meeting 

51. During the closing session, statements were made by Sonia MontaAo, Chief of the Women and 
Development Unit of ECLAC, Cecilia Pkrez, Director of the National Women’s Service of Chile and by 
Patricia Espinosa, President of the National Women’s Institute of Mexico, who spoke on behalf of all the 
delegations. The participants expressed great satisfaction with the outcome of the meeting, which they 
attributed to the valuable and constant participation of countries, agencies, institutions and civil society 
organizations in the preparatory process and in the meeting itself, as well as the capacity of the 
delegations of the member States to build consensus on the meeting’s key issues. 

- ----__I___ -- 
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MEXICO CITY CONSENSUS 

The Governments of the countries participating in the ninth session of the Regional Conference on 
Women in Latin America and the Caribbean, 

Gathered in Mexico City from 10 to 12 June 2004, 

Recalling that next year will mark the thirtieth anniversary of the United Nations World 
Conference of the International Women's Year (the first of the world conferences on women), held in 
Mexico in 1975; the tenth anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women; and the fifth 
anniversary of the special session of the General Assembly entitled "Women 2000: gender equality, 
development and peace for the twenty-first century", of the Millennium Summit and of the eighth session 
of the Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean, 

Considering that at the eighth session of the Regional Conference on Women in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, held in Lima, Peru, in February 2000, it was agreed that the implementation of the 
Regional Programme of Action for the Women of Latin America and the Caribbean should be extended 
beyond 2001, 

Bearing in mind that the Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean is 
a subsidiary organ of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean and that its 
Presiding Officers, at their thirty-fifth meeting, agreed that the ninth session of the Conference should 
focus on reviewing the implementation and fulfilment of international and regional agreements and on the 
analysis of two central themes of strategic importance to the region: (i) poverty, economic autonomy and 
gender equity and (ii) empowerment, political participation and institution-building, 

Acknowledging the contribution of the women's movement, in all its manifestations, to the 
development of public policies with a gender perspective in the region, taking racial, ethnic and 
generational diversity into account, and, in particular, to the development of machineries for the 
advancement of women at the international, regional and national levelz, 

Hiehliehting the significant contribution women make towards reducing poverty and 
strengthening democracy, gender equality, social justice and development in the countries of the region, 

Voicing their concern about the negative social effects of structural adjustment policies and, 
under certain circumstances, free trade, one of whose dimensions is the fragmentation of social policies, 
and about heavy external debt service obligations, 

Recognizing that the benefits and costs of globalization are inequitably distributed, both within 
and between countries, and that developing countries face special difficulties in meeting this challenge, 

Acknowledeing the progress made in the areas of legislation, education, health, labour, measures 
to end violence, sustainable development and the design of public policies that promote gender equity, 

Recognizing that this progress is insufficient and that efforts and available resources must be 
redoubled if the countries are to meet their common goals and objectives, given the multiple obstacles 
they continue to face in this regard, 
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(ii) 

(iii) 

(ivj 

(v) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

Adopt measures in all spheres, particularly the political, social, economic and cultural 
spheres, including legislative measures and institutional reforms, to ensure the full 
development and advancement of women of all ages, with a view to guaranteeing 
their access to justicc and their exercise and enjoyment of all human rights, including 
civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, and fundamental freedoms on a 
basis of equality with men; 

Strive to incorporate a gender perspective, taking racial, ethnic and generational 
diversity into account, into the design, implementation and evaluation of public 
policies, using follow-up and assessment instruments and guaranteeing transparency 
in public management to institutionalize accountability and disseminate information 
on progress towards the fulfilment of goals and the genuine civic participation of 
women; 

Ensure that the gender perspective, taking racial, ethnic and generational diversity 
into account, is fully included in the design and implementation of national 
development plans and public policies and programmes in all areas of State action, as 
well as in the process of budgeting resources to finance them; 

Design and implement public policies that help to redress the conditions of poverty 
affecting women in the region, especially in least developed countries and small 
island developing States, and that recognize the differential impact on men and 
women of the uneven distribution of the benefits and costs of globalization; 

Adopt proactive policies to promote job creation, including affirmative actions for 
ensuring that men and women enjoy equal conditions in the labour market, and to 
strengthen women’s entrepreneurial capacity, ensuring full respect for their rights at 
work and their individual rights, as well as their equitable access to the benefits of 
social protection; 

Recognize the economic value of unpaid domestic and productive work, afford 
protection and support to women working in the informal sector, particularly in 
relation to caregiving services for children and elderly persons, and implement 
policies for reconciling family and work responsibilities, involving both men and 
women in this process; 

Encourage States to include gender impact considerations, taking racial, ethnic and 
generational diversity into account, in developing their national policies and positions 
relative to the negotiation of bilateral and regional trade agreements, and to include 
gender equity and equality as a priority within national and regional trade capacity- 
building strategies; 

Review and assess policies and legislation with a view to strengthening the parental 
obligation to pay economic support for boys, girls and adolescents and other 
dependants, and exhort States to negotiate treaties for prosecuting andor collecting 
monies due from those who evade these obligations; 
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(ix) 

( 4  

(xi) 

(xii) 

(xiii) 

(xiv) 

(xv) 

(xvi) 

(xvii) 

Implement education policies that meet the countries’ development needs, 
encouraging education for all women and promoting their access to economic, 
technological and scientific activities conducive to their equitable participation in a 
globalized world; 

Foster a culture of respect for the human rights of women and carry out wide-ranging 
programmes to raise awareness in this regard at all levels of education, and 
incorporate human rights education with a gender, racial and ethnic perspective at all 
levels of education; 

Review and implement legislation guaranteeing the responsible exercise of sexual 
and reproductive rights and nondiscriminatory access to health services, including 
sexual and reproductive health, in accordance with the Lima Consensus; 

Intensify efforts for the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of sexually transmitted 
diseases, particularly HIV/AIDS, while safeguarding the rights of women and girls 
living with the virus and guaranteeing access, without discrimination, to information, 
care, education and services for HIVlAIDS prevention: 

Strengthen the full participation of women in environmental conservation and 
management with a view to achieving sustainable development: 

Take steps to promote and protect the human rights of migrant men and women, in 
accordance with each country’s constitutional precepts and the international 
instruments in force; 

Adopt the comprehensive measures needed to eliminate all forms of violence and 
their manifestations against all women, including domestic violence, sexual abuse 
and harassment, incest, sexual exploitation and the trafficking and smuggling of 
women and girls, forced prostitution, murder, systematic rape and violence in 
situations of armed conflict, among others, and to eliminate unilateral measures 
contrary to international law and the Charter of the United Nations; 

Promote all women’s access to information and communication technologies as a 
means of eradicating poverty and fostering development; 

Enhance the development of an information system based on statistics disaggregated 
by sex, with a view to effectively mainstreaming a gender perspective, taking racial, 
ethnic and generational diversity into account, in all government programmes and 
policies, placing special emphasis on the issues of poverty, unpaid work, time use, 
gender-based violence and international migration: 

(xviii) Design and revise laws to ensure that, where private ownership of land and property 
exists, women are accorded full and equal rights to own land and other property, 
including through the right to inheritance, and undertake administrative reforms and 
other necessary measures to give women the same right as men to credit, capital, 
appropriate technologies and access to markets and information; 
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(xix) 

(XX) 

(mi) 

(xxii) 

(xxiii) 

(xxiv) 

(xxv) 

Guarantee that national machineries for the advancement of women are provided 
with financial and human resources, build their political capacity and consolidate 
their institutional status at the highest possible level to ensure that they can fulfil their 
mandates efficiently and effectively: 

Develop closer ties of collaboration between national machineries for women and 
regional and international organizations: 

Promote the full and equal participation of men and women at all levels of decision- 
making in the State, society and the marketplace, and promote the participation of civil 
society, including non-governmental organizations and women's organizations, in 
decision-making processes at the local, national, regional and global levels to progress 
in the construction and exercise of full citizenship by all the women of the region; 

Develop instruments for monitoring and assessing public policies with a view to 
mainstreaming a gender perspective, taking racial, ethnic and generational diversity 
into account, in all State actions; 

Invite legislative bodies in the region to review their countries' laws with a view to 
harmonizing them with international instruments concerning human rights and the 
elimination of discrimination against wuriie~i, childien arid adulesceiils; 

Urge Governments that have not yet done so to consider ratifying and effectively 
implementing the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women and its Optional Protocol, as well as the Inter-American Convention 
for the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women, and to 
adopt an effective mechanism for the implementation and follow-up of the latter 
Convention by the States parties thereto: 

Promote international cooperation to support the activities of national machineries for 
the advancement of women to implement the Beijing Platform for Action, and urge 
United Nations organizations and specialized agencies to continue to support national 
efforts to ensure equal rights and 



. 
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Annex 1 

RESERVATION OF THE DELEGATION OF EL SALVADOR 

Mindful that our country joined the consensus of the Programme of Action of the International 
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United States supports the ABC approach because it can target and 
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Annex 3 

RESERVATION OF THE DELEGATION OF NICARAGUA 

The delegation of the Government of Nicaragua: 

1. Welcomes and endorses the Mexico City Consensus. 

2. Welcomes with satisfaction the working document “Roads towards gender equity 
in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

3. Reaffirms its commitment 
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Annex 4 

REPLY OF THE DELEGATION OF CUBA 

A declaration such as the one I have just heard can only stem from the most blatant disregard for truth and 
from a sense of impotence at the 




