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36. The delegations unanimously reaffirmed their commitment to the international agreements

adopted at the International Conference on Population and Development (Cairo) and the Fourth World
Conference on Women (Betijing), which served as central elements of their activities relating to gender
equity and the rights of women. A more in-depth analysis was needed in order to understand why
econumic developient did not result in a positive change in the social situation of the countrics in the
region and how that fact tied in with the conclusions of recent studies on the feminization of poverty and
its differential impact on women and men. They requested further development of the gender-sensitive
studies on recent trade agreements and, in general, on the repercussions of international trade
liberalization on women, in particular on the impact of globalization on their working conditions. It was
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Statements by civil society organizations

44, Speaking on behalf of the civil society organizations present at the Conference, Blanca Dole said
that their participation at the meeting was a decisive support for the sovereignty of States and the systems
that promoted dialoguc and consolidatcd democracy and a rccognition of the Latin Amcrican and

Caribbean countries’ ability to generate their own ideas and to defend them jointly in world forums. She
reaffirmed the validity of the principles expressed in the Platform for Action of Beijing, the Programme
of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development of Cairo and the development
goals set forth in the Mlllenmum Declaratlon as an 1ndlspensab]e tool for overcoming an economic model
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Guarantee that national machineries for the advancement of women are provided
with financial and human resources, build their political capacity and consolidate
their institutional status at the highest possible level to ensure that they can fulfil their
mandates efficiently and effectively;

Develop closer ties of collaboration between national machineries for women and
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Annex 3
RESERVATION OF THE DELEGATION OF NICARAGUA

The delegation of the Government of Nicaragua:
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Reaffirms its commitment to the Programme o f Action of the International
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