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Madam Chairperson,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me to begin by salutlng aII the presents and congratulate the Commlttee on the
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In this regard, efforts have been made by state institutions and civil society to ensure
the effective implementation of those constitutional provisions.

One of the priorities expressed in the Government Quinquennial Program 2005-2009, is
the political will to coordinate, ensure and encourage a gender mainstream in the
definition, planning and implementation of sectoral development programs, in order to
ensure the effective implementation of our commitments regarding gender issues,
including the CEDAW.

| would like touch upon the adoption of the Gender Policy and its implementing strategy,

aimed at developing an integrated line of action for the promotion of gender equality, the
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The Government of Mozambique is signatory of several Regional and intemnational
Conventions and Initiatives, aiming at promoting equal rights between women and men,
such as the CEDAW (1993), the SADC Declaration of Gender (1997), and the Solemn
Gender Declaration in Africa (2004) and the Optional Protocol to the African Charter on
the Human and People’s Rights related to the Women'’s Rights. These initiatives have

led to the revision of discriminatory laws, the drafting of policies and programs that
benefit the women.

Madam Chairperson,
Distinguished members of the Commiittee,

The Mo_zambican state has been working towards the strengthening of institutional
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A Network of Female Ministers and Parliamentarian has been launched recently. This is |
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practices. However, we strongly believe that the participation of men would assure
positives and long-lasting changes.

Madam Chairperson,

Distinguished members of the Committee,




In 2004 about 1.4 million of HIV positive Mozambicans, 58% were women. The gender
inequalities are even alarming in the age group between 20-24 where in every four
infected three are women, 75% of the HIV positive population is constituted by young
women between 20 and 24 years old.

The Government Policy and the Family Planning Strategy, foresees that counselling
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Together with the United Nations Agencies, the Government and the civil society have
developed a strong partnership in the area of HIV/AIDS through a PAF (Program
Acceleration Fund). This program will serve as an entry point to support an effective and



Madam Chairperson,
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In the labour sector, about 84% of the workers are emnloved in the infarmal sectnr
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