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I would now like to start by giving a glimpse of Pakistan’s socio economic context as it

‘nrimgglv affects anr interactinn_and service deliverv to the women of Pakistan. While
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Madam Chairperson, distinguished members of the Committee

I will now take the opportunity to highlight some specific measures and affirmative
actions that the Government of Pakistan has taken to eliminate discrimination against

women and to empower them;

These measures are at policy, administrative and institutional levels.

In 1998, following the ‘Beijing Platform, a ‘National Plan of Action’ (NPA) was
launched that touched upon all ‘12 Areas of Concern’. A thirteenth area of concemn
regarding women with disabilities was added later. This was done by the Ministry of
Women Development in close collaboration with UNDP under Gender Equality

Umbrella Project (GEUP).
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> The NPA establishes a set of priority action formulated to help achieve the agenda
for the empowerment of women in Pakistan. Prepared on the basis of national
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Women Organizations and individual experts, the NPA aims to facilitate women’s
participation in all spheres of life besides ensuring protection of their rights within

the familv and the societv.



categorized as social and legal as well as institutional reforms. I would highlight the
following few:
Segcial & Legal Measpres ' o

Violence against women (VAW) is a global concern that is entrenched in a stereotypica

]

mindset. Pakistan is no exception. Traditional mindset, ds you are aware, are difficult to
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environment to bring about the necessary attitudinal change.

National Policy for Development and Empowerment of Women specifically contains a

section on violence against women (VAW). It emphasizes on:

Adopting a zero tolerance policy regarding violence against women,
Declaring “honor killing” as murder;
Reviewing and revising police and medico legal procedures;

Introducing positive legislation on domestic violence and reform;
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Reviewing government policies for women’s shelters, and improving shelters
. for women in both public and private sectors, and promoting direct interaction
and cooperation of all institutions/departments; ’

v' Establishing family protection programmes at district level that provide












Despite being in its nascent stage, GRAP has already set up gender units in nine line
ministries, and is in the process of developing a sound Monitoring and Evalutation

systém.

In this process of institutional development, it may be pertinent to mention about Jail
Reforms having special focus on female victims. These reforms include setting up of
separate women jails, improving the physical environment, staff conditions, and the
protection of women and juveniles from abuse and their eventual rehabilitation. Gender
sensitization is being undertaken, inter alia, by including gender aspects in the curriculum

of the police training colleges.

Aggess to_lustice Program (AIP) is a comprehensive plan being implemented by the
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and Population Welfare- as well as by 12 other ministries that have so far been included
under the incremental MTBF reform. These amendments, honorable members of the
Committee, not only demonstrate the ‘commitment of the government for gender
responsive budgeting but would also go a long way in institutionalizing the gender

perspective in the government’s established budgetary forms and procedures.

With all the on going programs and plans of the government, the need to build the
capacity of implementing machinery/ministry and other stakeholders has become
necessary. Many international donors are assisting the Government of Pakistan in
building its capacity with ongoing local and international trainings. Ministry of
Development with its increased role is being assisted by such international organizations

ag the Garman Technical Cnoneration (GT7) TINTEEM. TINFP Aﬂ(ﬂp; H;)IDP ete,

Madam Chairperson, distinguished members of the Committee

From some of the above mentioned initiatives of the government, you have a fair idea
that we are determined to empower Pakistani women and to include them in the
development of our country. We are endeavouring to take all possible affirmative actions

in this_regard__Our eavernment remains gommitted to ensure provision of justice and
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‘Integration of Agriculturél Research and Extension Activities’, ‘Introduction of
Herbs as Crops’, the ‘Three-Year Training Program for Rearing Livestock and
Dairy Animals’ introduced since 2001 — 02 (under implementation) are expected
to provide direct benefits to rural women. Similarly, under the ‘National Fund for
Advancement of Rural Women (Jafaquash Aurat) Project’ with seed money of Rs.

100M, created by the President of Pakistan having special focus on rural women
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v Ministry of Labor and Manpower with assistance from the ILO has launched a
project on “Women Employment Concerns and Working Conditions™. The
Project aims at strengthening the capacity of women in Trade Unions, Chamber of

Commerce; ‘

v" Minimum wage has been enhanced to RS 4000 per month during the financial
year 2006-7. Katmandu Declaration signed by Pakistan is being instrumental in
obliging the government to develop a policy and plan to"address the issue of home
based workers;

v GoP has allocated Rs. 100 million for the bonded laborers. This amount is being
utilized for the on going implementation of the national policy and plan of action

on bonded Labour;

As evidence of Government’s commitment to empower women in all walks of life, I

would now to like to share with you some of the recent unprecedented initiatives taken to
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v Two women officers from the medical corps of Pakistan Army have been
: given the rank of major general,

v Youne women are beine recruited as commissioned officers in the armed



Madam Chairperson

With a forward looking Government in position, I once again reaffirm that Pakistan is
fully committed to materialize women empowerment in all spheres, in letter and spirit.

erinme of the reenonsibilitv as a State-Pa

to CEDAW, Pakistan is activelu:ursuing
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and gender equality in all it$ policies and programmes.

Enhancement of women’s political representation at national and local levels facilitated
women’s presence and voice in law making and governance. Achievements in Political
Empowerment are unprecedented. Providing placement of women in positions of
decision-making, and their participation in electoral positions at Federal, Provincial, and
Local levels under the Devolution Plan through the Local Government Ordinance 2001
'is considered as the watershed for poﬁﬁcal ‘empowerrnent of women of Pakistan. It
provides 33% representation of women at all tiers of local elected bodies (with 39,964
women working as councilors), and 231 women representing in Federal and Provincial
Assemblies as Members of the Senate and the National and Provincial Assemblies on
special women seats out of 1170 seats. In addition, the women can also contest elections

on general seats. This has revolutionized political participation of women in Pakistan.

Eotahlishment of ‘Women Political Schools’ with bulk aid from the UNDP/international






On its part, the judiciary has taken suo-moto cognizance of a number of incidents

involving violence against women.

Distinguished Members,
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implementation. A milestone in our effort for gender mainstreaming has been the creation
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compendium on gender statistics providing foundation for policy formulation. The

compendium has been printed and is also available on the website of the Federal Bureau

of Statistics.
Madam Chairperson

Last but not the least, is the proactive role played by our civil society organizations and
the NGO sector whose constant support, monitoring and constructive criticisms have
rendered positive assistance to the government in its endeavors towards mainstreaming

women and their empowerment. I would also like to acknowledge the role and support of
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Despite all the above mentioned efforts already underway, we are mindful of the fact that
much more needs to be done in achieving gender equality according to CEDAW. On
behalf of the Government of Pakistan, I assure you of our commitment to the promotion

and protection of women'’s rights under the CEDAW.

My delegation and I now welcome your questions.
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