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  Constitution, laws and national machinery 

 

2. Under Equatorial Guinea’s legal system, international conventions prevail over 
any existing or future domestic law once they have been ratif ied by the President of 



 

 3 
 

 CEDAW/PSWG/2004/II/CRP.2/Add.2

 
well as to promote media coverage of events designed for the same purpose. The 
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national resources and management of the nation’s wealth, and are equitably 
represented in the country’s political, socia l, economic and cultural structures. In 
order to achieve this goal, the policy is divided into four strategic areas, each of 
which encompasses many strategic goals. 

 The policy’s main strategic aims are to: 

 (a) Improve the legal framework and improve women’s access to decision -
making bodies. (Law);  

 (b) Promote women’s capacity to sustain themselves economically. 
(Economy);  

 (c) Ensure that women and men enjoy equal access to basic services and a 
healthy environment. (Health);  

 (d) Strengthen institutional machinery for women’s advancement. 
(Education). 

 The policy will be implemented, and given concrete form, through a Plan of 
Action. Although this Plan is still at the drafting stage, actions and activities are 
already being carried out under the National Gender Policy. 

9. The phrase “differences are observed in practice” thus refers to everyday life 
and to behaviour that is not based on equal rights and opportunities or on respect for 
women, as noted in the response to question 5. 

 Because most marriages a re contracted in accordance with tradition or custom, 
and because there are no laws governing these practices, the Government is 
currently working on a draft act regulating customary marriages. 
 

  Temporary special measures 
 

10. This is an election year fo r bodies such as the House of Representatives and 
Parliament, and some 150 women have presented themselves as candidates or 
delegates. If women accounted for at least 30 per cent of the members of the House 
of Representatives, more attention would be paid to gender issues in the preparation 
and adoption of laws and regulations providing for equal rights and opportunities, 
and those condemning acts of discrimination against women. 
 

  Social and cultural patterns of conduct of men and women 
 

11. 

-s

 

 

    20. p r e s t t u a t i o n h i s  l e l e g l n  i h E e q u t o r c i a l G u i n e a s .  a t  i s t a c i n t l y  p r h i b i n t e d b 3  c h a p t t e e  
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 2. Uses deception, violence, or authority against a person over the age 
of twenty -three in order to satisfy indecent desires ... shall be liable to a 
sentence of short -term ordinary imprisonment of between four and six years 
and general disqualification in the case of a public authority or public official 
and a specific disqualification in the case of other individuals.”  

 Paragraphs (b) and (c) of the same article provide, respectively, for prison 
sentences of two to four years for accomplices and sentences of six months to two 
years and four months for owners, managers, administrators and employees of 
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 The report refers to women and children from abroad, mainly from Benin, who 
appear to be related but whose exact relationship is not easy to determine due to the 
“conspiracy of silence” among them. Mostly, the children are listed in the women’s 
passports as their own children. However, if, when they reach adolescence, the 
authorities identify a case of trafficking, the putative family bond is dissolved, and 
the individual is free either to return to his or her country of origin or to remain in 
Equatorial Guinea. 
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  School enrolment rates 

 
 

 Enrolment rate  School-age children 

Age Total Boys Girls  Total Boys Girls 

        5-9 98.5  98.0  98.9   30.6  31.1  30.2  

10-14 96.4  96.3  96.6   26.3  26.8  25.8  

15-19 84.8  95.2  75.1   24.5  24.0  25.1  

20-24 44.5  51.9  37.5   18.5  18.1  18.9  

 Total 84.6 88.5 80.7  100.0 100.0 100.0 
 

Source:  Stat is t ica l  and Nat ional  Accounts  Off ice . 
 
 

  Literacy levels 
 
 

  Male  Female 

Age Total Can read and write Cannot read and write Can read and write Cannot read and write 

      5-9 149.575 52.878 18.860 52.321 25.516 
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24. The Government has adopted the following measures for the advancement of 
women: 

 (a) Free and preferential vocational training; 

 (b) Social security contribution incentives for enterprises which hire women; 

 (c) Special protection for women during pregnancy pursuant to article 52 of 
the Labour Act. 

25. Although there have been some changes, a majority of the economically active 
population still works in the agricultural sector (mostly growing traditional export 
crops), followed by the service sector (28.8 per cent) and retail trade (7.4 per cent). 
 

  Economically active population broken down by gender and sector 
 
 

Activity Total Men Women 
Total 

% 
Men 

% 
Women 

% 

       Farming,  ranching,  f ishing,  
forestry 219 134 93 8
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 The national reproductive health policy is reflected in the draft law on 
reproductive health, which is awaiting approval by Parliament. The law prioritizes 
the following: 

 – Risk-free maternity, gynaecological care, diagnosis and treatment of neonatal 
problems and follow-up care (growth, nutrition, child vaccination), 
comprehensive approach to childhood illnesses up to 5 years old and health 
care for children between 6 and 9 years old. 

 – The law includes specific measures for women and children living with 
HIV/AIDS, considers abortion to be a crime as specified in the Penal Code 
altho
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  Domestic violence 
 
 

  Complaints made to the Dispute Settlement Division of the Ministry of Social 
Affairs and the Status of Women (MINASCOM) 
 

 The Dispute Settlement Division acts as mediator and conciliator between the 
parties involved and tries to get them to resolve their differences and live up to their 
commitments. In cases where the differences are irreconcilable or there is no desire 
for a settlement, the case may be referred to the courts for a judicial settlement. 
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  Summary of complaints 

 
 

Complaints 2002 2003 2004 

    Media ted 163 198 19 

Mediated, sett led in court  35 61 7 

Settled in court  6  12 4 

 Total 169 213 23 
 

Source :  Dispu te  Se t t l ement  Div i s ion  (MINASCOM).  
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