








Mr. Chairman,
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{ am honored o lake the floor on behall of the members and associated Siates of ViERCOSUR, the Fiwrinaiionai
State of Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and the Solivarian Republic-of-
Venezuela and my own country, Argentina.
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The MERCOSUR countries align themseives with the statements made by the Group of 77 and China and by tha

Rio Groun. and we wnid tikke tn chara
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For the MERCOSUR countries the Fourth Gﬁﬁfﬁf&ﬁﬂeﬁ?%?ﬁ’ﬁ'iaﬁ aﬁd the ﬁﬁﬁi}ﬁl&:ub thiat mildaldl& fi'Ui_l i
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issues by our governmenis, but also fer a greater pariicipation of civil sociely in lhese processes. These
advances comc;ded wnh the consotldatlon of democratsc institulions and liberties, which were raeslablrshed in
Lu
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Tha increase of politicat participation of women |
pasi years we-have fed iw'a ..mfﬁ &3 leaters |
and Dra. Cristina Ferndndez de Kirchner, whois current

Qur countries have increased the participation of woms
Deparimental and Municipa! governments -Several-
representation in the majority of State powers

hove—ecct:p'ed i BoME - g3ses 'ihe' high

In mos! cases this increase is due to the use of affirmative acion as well as quola laws for women, Howsver, we SR e
want lo stress that the presence of more women in parliament has enabled the :xdr.v;';tttor: of nonns thwiespondto "~ "~
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the needs and hisloric discrimination that the female population has suffered -
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ira!fckmﬂ in parsong, 5‘1:.., rroctitulien ight-le: sndto i GORUG BhU TSPTODUCUYE BEaEn . - - -
The current challenge is to have human and financial-resources to regulate and-make-all of these laws more — - —— - oo
effective,

The paricipation of women-has incressed - - -
Ministry of Economy, Defense and other -

female participation has increased hoth quanh al
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last decade, lhrough joirt andmdw;duat acticn o .!fthn MERCOQSLUR governments, both members-and asvocralv
which have focused on the pelmca! axis and are crealmg new development-models where the sconomis, paliic

fod i1
and commercist ﬁfw;t—'ma afe solvadtine pua-w'_c: e

The unique success of the progressive govemmen:.;, within- &‘aeﬂiaefs;{y a"%d caymm ry-af-the region; bri ings
to & political MERCOSUR that reciaims its vocation and the initialives thal ransfornm susrrusily, snd whish - T e
adopls common responses in the defense of demacracy in the region and with the humanitarian assistance, as

in the case of the Haitian catastrophe.

In this sense, | 3
national authaoriti
the main-fora for
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In the government. struciures of our countries, national and local m
are responsible for carrying owt gender policies. Some of them:are s
and their principle obstacle is the Insufficient resources for the execution af pohcxes

However, we, the women, want to participale .ae prelagonisls-in a.new. deustanmant. modal that eonsalidatos. - - o
social and macreeconamic processes within MERCOSUR against the chailanges of lhe wor!d ﬁn“naia!—am‘h .-
ecanomic crisis that is being el in our countries as well. e B
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Governments, and in these pas! ten years they have managed to dimninishy the-levels of poverly and extreme-
poverty

rality, the fight for
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