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significant contribution to make towards the Beijing +15 review process. They are in town, and
nothing but politics has denied their participation in our deliberations today. We call on all

those who stand for the active participation and _inclusion of women in global forums that - - - I

discuss matters affecting women the world over to join us in making sure that this exclusionary -

approach does not happen again.

In conclusion, the vaiious glubal crises, from the financiai and economic, to food insecurity and
climate change, pose a huge new threat to the BPfA after 15 years, These events should rather
serve to galvanize us all to push even harder for gender empowerment, equality and
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advancement of women. From all indications, many developing countries are still facing series

of challenges in their efforts to attain the MDGs and BPFA, As I said last year, we have along

way to-go and there 'is the need to intensity our efforts and ensuie continuily of the
m]

i
achievements in the face of the growing economic and political challenges. I want to seize this- -
' bed

opportunity 1o express my-government’s apprediation to ail- development partners who have
over the years supported and continue to support our struggle towards the attainment of
gender equality and women'’s empowerment not only in The Gambia, but throughaut the world

I thank you all for your kind atientiom, L
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