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Background  

 

The Beijing Platform for Action (1995) calls upon relevant regional institutions, with full 

respect for their autonomy, to fully commit themselves and contribute to its implementation (Para 

38). The Platform for Action further invites regional development institutions to apply gender-

sensitive social impact assessment of structural adjustment programmes to overcome negative 

effects of these policies and to ensure that women do not bear a disproportionate burden of 

transition costs (Para 59 (f)).  Intergovernmental organizations are requested to develop and apply 

conceptual and practical methodologies for incorporating gender perspectives into all aspects of 

economic policy-making (Para 67 (a)).  The Platform for Action calls for the regional 

development banks to develop flexible funding arrangements to finance intermediary institutions 

that target women’s economic activities, and promote self-sufficiency and increased capacity in 

and profitability of women’s economic enterprises (Para  169 (b)).  

 

The Platform for Action addresses the role of regional and intergovernmental 
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Action (Para 50).  Regional organizations are called upon to allocate sufficient resources to 

regional and national programmes to implement the Platform for Action in its twelve critical 

areas of concern (Para 84 (c)).    

 

The outcome document calls upon regional organizations to take measures to promote 

international cooperation to support regional efforts in the development and use of gender-related 


