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We know that we as youth are not homogenous. From a gender perspective, young men
and women may not have the same opportunities to participate or to take leadership
around issues that affect them. So in our strategies, we are cognizant of that. We strongly
believe in good mutual working partnerships between young women and men, because
we believe in the importance of separate and collective initiatives and strategies targeting

.
young people.

As future leaders, we have an opportunity to model leadership that is not gender-neutral
or gender-blind, but rather we are promoting leadership that takes gender issues into
consideration and seeks to transform existing models that perpetuate inequalities.

At the same time I have to acknowledge that ensuring that young women's rights are
protected and guaranteed today presents a umque challenge that will requlre a
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people have access to youth friendly sexual and reproductive health care services, and
access to accurate information to make informed decisions about their reproductive and

sexual_health and riehts, Eagjgular_efforf §[;_191ﬂd he mpade to ensive that all youRg ReOR e —

¥ I
-

',]h!

%

treatment for opportunistic infections.

The social expectations, roles, status and economic power of men and women influence
the spread and impact of the epidemic. In my society for example a man can have a
number of women as he wishes as a sion of wealth and manhond or_inherit a hrothers
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all forms of violence against women and urge all stakeholders and governments to take
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Investment in education, particularly for girls has the highest returns of all development
and it fosters the ability of people, particularly poor people to participate in development
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young people have suffered irreversible damage to their reproductive systems and there
‘rights being denied because they are poor or had no access to quality information on

: prevention methods. As young Africans we note that poverty is one of underlying issue
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inequalities needs collective actions, efforts by men and women as well as individual
assertiveness. Today women have been empowered to some degree to address gender
issues and concerns on the status of women yet men are less aware that their also

gendered species.

The greatest contribution in creating an equal world for young women and young men is
to improve their capabilities, Knowledge, skills, attitudes and competences as the
foundation of all forms of future gender initiatives and programs. As the saying goes
Knowledge is the currency of equity, which leads to better living standards for both
women and men, of which is a major indicator for future perspective of gender

promotion.
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I thank you



