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However, in spite of the progress made, many challenges remain.

In some countries, especially in South Asia and the LDCs, the educational and health (including
reproductive and sexual health) needs of girls and women remain unmet . Furthermore, in some
countries, educational attainments have not led to greater employability in any countries.

In spite of higher labour force participation, women continue to be in low-paid, low-skilled jobs ,
and there is growing informalization and casualization , characterized by irregularity and a lack
of income security.

In politics, the number of seats held by women in national parliaments remain low in many
countries.

Gender-based violence remains persistent and pervasive. With regard to confict situations,in the
Asia and the Pacific region, at least 10 countries are in situations of conflict and there is a need to
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conflict resolution and peace building as contained in Security Council 1325(2000).

With regard to national machineries, ineffectiveness and marginalization of the institutional
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environmental and natural resource and multihazard disaster management which would involve
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