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Madam President

May | take this opportunity to convey our appreciation for the convening of this historical High Level
Dialogue on International Migration and Development. [ also thank the Secretary General for his
report which brings out a comprehensive review of the multidimensional aspects of intemational
migration as well as initial thoughts on how to improve the governance of migration.
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Minister of Home Affairs of South Africa on behalf of the Group of 77 and China.

Pacific Island countries and my country in particular can date its foreign adventures as far back as
the fourteenth century, before imegular migration was introduced into our vocabulary. We all have
come a long way, and fast-tracking to 2006, Tonga has more than 100% of its population in Tonga
residing in three overseas countries. Tonga is categorized as a “mature-migration remittance
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Tonga like many other Pacific Island countries is not only a sending state, but is also a transit and
areceiving state. The challenge for all of us is therefore to design migration policy that is closest to
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