





An effective and fruitful dialogue starts by exploring and understanding each others’
position. It is crucial to gain this mutual understanding of the causes and effects of
migration, as well as of its impact in development terms. The links between migration
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effectively, can create “win — win” situations which have the potential to deliver
substantial positive impact on all parties involved, on countries of origin, transit and
destination, as well as, most importantly, on the migrants themselves.

Austria shares the view expressed by many delegations that the issue of follow-up is
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which will make sure that this ever more important topic will be kept on the
international agenda.

As | conclude, | should like to state that | was particularly impressed by the metaphor
used in the Secretary General's Report A/60/871 on International Migration and
Development; the metaphor of the migrant as a link, a human link between cultures
and societies. Can we think easily of more important functions than to constitute a
link between cultures and societies that are currently in grave danger of being torn
apart by strong centrifugal tendencies which are emerging as reactions to the very
process of globalization?

Thank you Madame Chair!




