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Strengthened Cooperation

Mr President,

Regional cooperation has been a very effective mechanism in addressing the many
challenges faced by countries in our region. Regional cooperation has enabled many
Pacific countries to meet some of the counter-terrorism requirements. Regional
cooperation has also enabled us to effectively address emerging issues confronting
our region and the outstanding success of the Regional Assistance Mission to the
Solomon Islands (RAMSI) is a clear demonstration of this.

We, in the Pacific, are confident of our ability to steer our course for the future. We
have approved work to commence on a Pacific Plan that will promote collective
action in the areas of security, good governance, economic growth and sustainable
development. We envisage the Pacific Plan to result in the delivery of tangible
benefits to our respective peoples and communities.

We recognize the need for and welcome strengthened cooperation and the
development of closer linkages and partnerships between the UN and its specialized
agencies and other Organizations, including the Pacific Islands Forum. Such linkages
and partnerships can only result in a m ore effective, coordinated and harmonized
delivery of assistance to member countries.

Development Challenges

Mr President,

Progressing the development aspirations of our peoples is a high priority, if not the
highest, for many of us. Our national policy objective is to achieve the equitable
distribution of development benefits to all our peoples based on the principles of
good governance. We are committed to the UN Millennium Declaration and are on
track in our national efforts at achieving the Millennium Development Goals.

The MDGs have been integrated and mainstreamed into our National Development
Strategy. We are committed to pursuing the MDGs as the basis of sustainable
development. In this connection I wish to express our appreciation to all our
development partners who have over the years contributed meaningfully to the
realization of our development aspirations.

Mr President,

While grateful for the assistance extended by our development partners there is
scope for us to achieve more for our peoples, and without need for development
assistance. Kiribati has a large Exclusive Economic Zone that has an abundant
fisheries resource. That resource is presently being harvested by vessels from
Distant Water Fishing Nations under license ar rangements. However, the return from
these licensing arrangements, are negligible at only around 5 percent of the landed
value of the catch.fisheries resource. ,eesuing t, itly in flastat,eeission  Tzrfis2tegy.



such a model will also result in the easing of pressure on the fishing stock and will
ensure conservation of the resource for the sustainable benefit of mankind.

The entry into force in June this year of the Western and Central Tuna Convention
represents a major development in the management of the Western and Central
Pacific Tuna Fishery.

Globalisation

Mr. President,

In this age of rapid globalisation, advances in information technology and trade
liberalization, it is regrettable that while some are reaping. the full benefits of these
advances and developments, significantly more remain on the fringes. The reality is
that a large proportion of the world's population, most of whom Ilive in developing
countries, continue to live in abject poverty, and are marginalized in trading
arrangements and market access opportunities. The promise of globalisation and
open trading as a positive force for economic growth and social progress continues
to elude the many. Much work needs to be done to ensure the many also enjoy the
benefits of globalisation.

Kiribati supports the findings of the Report of the World Commission on the Social
Dimension of Globalisation. We urge that the findings of the Report be taken into
consideration and incorporated into the work of the Assembly, especially for the High
Level Review in 2005 of the Outcome of the Millennium Summit.

Barbados Programme of Action + 10

Mr. President,

We welcome the United Nation's support for the convening of the International
Meeting early next year in Mauritius to review the implementation of the Barbados
Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing
States. Like other small island developing states, we attach great importance to the
review. With the continued support and commitment of our development partners to
the process, we can be assured of important outcomes that will go a long way in
making a real difference to the quality of life for our peoples.

HIV/AIDS Pandemic

Mr President,

We share the concerns of the international community on the spread of HIV/AIDS
and its devastating impact as both a health crisis and a developmentconcern. We
welcome recent developments in the search for affordable drugs to HIV/AIDS victims
in developing countries. We encourage greater collaboration on HIV/AIDS research
and the mobilisation of resources for prevention activities and for better medical care
for affected patients.

UN Reforms

Mr President,

We believe in the continuing relevance and importance of the role of the United
Nations, and in its ability to respond to the challenges of our contemporary world. In
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this regard, Kiribati welcomes and fully supports the efforts to reform this organization
to enable it to better respond to the challenges in this era.

Given the crucial role of the Security Council in the promotion of international peace
and security and the importance we attach to the issue, we seethe necessity for
Security Council reforms and the need to expand both permanent and non-
permanent membership of the Council. Such an expansion is required to better
reflect the realities of our world today. We note that some countries, including Japan,
have consistently committed substantial resources towards the maintenance of
global peace and security and we believe that they should be accorded permanent
membership on the Security Council.

We attach great importance to our membership of this noble organization, and
reaffirm our commitment to upholding the noble values and principles enshrined in
the UN Charter. The UN Charter epitomizes hope for achieving justice and equality,
and the safeguarding and promotion of fundamental human rights for a II peoples.
Within this context, we believe that the exclusionary principles applied to Taiwan in
its bid for UN membership go against the very values and objectives of the UN
Charter that we all strive to uphold.

In this era of tensions and conflict we should discard the present exclusionary
practices and adopt a more embracing environment where all countries, willing and
able to contribute to the international community's efforts to promote world peace and
stability are welcomed as equal partners. Taiwan has made and continues to make
notable contributions to the development of many developing countries, and has the
capacity to contribute constructivelyrd the peloping md peaknsions anoarnce od peaknes, riI tosing the noble valuepshe


