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Mr. President,

It is my pleasure to join with the preceding speakers in congratulating you on your
election to preside over the 59 th Session of the General Assembly. Barbados
pledges its fullest cooperation in the year ahead.

I wish to thank and congratulate your predecessor, His Excellency, Mr. Julian
Hunte, for his effective leadership of the 58 th Regular Session of the General
Assembly. Barbados was particularly pleased at the election of a representative of a
small island Caribbean state to this high office in the United Nations, and President
Hunte's outstanding performance is testimony to the critical and effective role that
small islands can play in the multilateral process. His guidance of the work to
revitalize this Assembly is particularly noteworthy.

Mr. President,

This Organization has been accused of being out of touch, or worse, irrelevant to
the changing world in which we live despite its valiant efforts in recent years to
promote development, restore peace and maintain security in many parts of the
world. In these circumstances it is incumbent upon all Member States to reaffirm
their commitment to, and support for the multilateral process, using the United
Nations as its primary vehicle. At the same time, there must be a constant process
of review, reform and renewal of the Organization so that it can remain relevant to
the continuously changing international climate.

Furthermore, it is essential that political will be brought to bear on the seemingly
intractable issue of reform of the Security Council. Barbados continues to be of the
view that the Council must be made more representative of today's membership of
the United Nations, as well as more transparent in its working methods and more
democratic in its decision-making. The Security Council must earn the support and
confidence of all members of the United Nations if it is to fulfill its important mandate
in an increasingly volatile and insecure international environment.

Mr. President,

We must also recognize that reform cannot be kept merely within the confines of the
United Nations. It must be accompanied by renewal of the wider international
governance architecture. It strikes developing nations as deeply unjust and
hypocritical that calls for democratization and good governance in the developing
world are not accompanied by calls for these values to be reflected in the
multilateral organizations by which so many are governed and upon which so many
depend.

Enhancing the voice and participation of developing countries in international
dialogue and decision-making is a fundamental prerequisite for improving global
economic governance. Debate on reform of the international financial architecture



should not continue to be restricted to the hallowed halls and boardrooms of the
Bretton Woods Institutions, but should also find a prominent place on the United
Nations agenda. We all have a stake in the global economic system and its
management. This highly complex and increasingly globalized and interconnected
world demands a radically reformed system of global economic and financial
governance that promotes equitable development.

Mr. President,

A majority of states of this Organization, both developing and developed, has
expressed the urgent need for a transparent, open, democratic and inclusive
dialogue between sovereign states on international cooperation in tax matters,
under the universal ambit of the United Nations. The persistence of exclusive and
restricted



Mr. President,

In respect of small island economies, some of the greatest development threats are
those from natural disasters of every kind including floods, volcanic eruptions,
earthquakes, and especially hurricanes. Indeed, Hurricane Ivan in the course of a
few hours devastated the island of Grenada. An economy has disappeared. For
many Caribbean countries this cycle of destruction is repeated year after year, and,
on occasion, several times in the same year. Some of us are constantly repairing
and replacing infrastructure, replanting crops and rebuilding our very lives.

When a hurricane hurts one or more big cities or states in the United States,
resources are immediately re-directed to help those affected. An entire state or city
has never been eradicated. But this is precisely what Grenada experienced just
three weeks ago. Can you begin to imagine, Mr. President, the implications when a
small state is reduced to rubble in less than a day? Terrorists could hardly do a
more effective job. Yet these factors are never taken into account when GDP is
computed.

In response to this devastation, CARICOM Heads of Government met in
Emergency Session and developed a priority programme for the rehabilitation of
Grenada, Carriacou and Petit Martinique. Barbados for its part has already
contributed substantially to the relief effort. But the reality is that CARICOM by itself
does not have the financial resources to cope. We call for an international donor
conference to help Grenada.

To highlight Grenada, however, is not to overlook the damage done by Hurricanes
Charley, Frances, Ivan and Jeanne to the Bahamas, Haiti, the Dominican Republic,
Tobago, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Jamaica, the Cayman Islands, Cuba,
Barbados and including the United States, all in the course of the past few weeks.

Catastrophic events such as these, Mr. President, directly affect the ability of many
small vulnerable developing countries to fully implement the Millennium
Development Goals and should be taken into account by this Assembly as it lays
the groundwork for the 2005 Review. Attaining these goals remains paramount.
Barbados reaffirms its commitment to their achievement, and urges all states to
honour the spirit and intent of the Millennium Declaration.

Mr. President,

The dominant view in some parts of the world is that the most serious threats to
international peace and security are the more recent virulent forms of terrorism, the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and non-conventional weapons, and
the spread of transnational criminal networks. For many others around the globe,
however, particularly in the developing world, poverty, the spread of HIV/AIDS and
other diseases, natural disasters, civil strife and other social, economic and
environmental concerns remain the highest priority.
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bicentennial year of Haiti's liberation from colonial control, this pioneer of
independence has been plunged once again into crisis. While the events
surrounding the abrupt departure of President Aristide remain a matter of deep
concern, particularly as they pertain to the constitutionality of the removal of
democratically elected leaders, Barbados is committed to assisting the people of
Haiti in the process of normalization, in the search for a peaceful solution to the
political crisis, in the strengthening of democratic governance in the country, and in
the provision of humanitarian assistance.

Barbados is convinced that full engagement with the Interim Government of Haiti
best serves the interests of the Haitian people and reflects our stated desire to



Americas (FTAA), or measures that create greater hardship for the Cuban people,
such as a fifty-year long economic embargo, will foster change in Cuba.

Barbados, indeed the entire Caribbean Community, in its engagement with Cuba,
has held close to the principles enshrined in the CARICOM Charter of Civil Society.
We cannot accept a "regime change" exogenously imposed upon the people of
Cuba, to be, in any way, a viable option.

The Government of Barbados has long enjoyed a warm relationship with its
Caribbean neighbour, Venezuela, and has been deeply concerned by the political
crisis in that country. We are satisfied that the recent referendum has been safely
and successfully completed. We now look forward to a period of calm in which the
process of healing and dialogue, necessary for better understanding between
competing groups can occur. Venezuela needs all of its people working together if it
is to move forward and continue to be a leading engine of development in the
hemisphere and the beacon of democracy which its founding father intended. It
behooves all who cherish democracy to do what we can to give Venezuelans that
opportunity.


