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Chapter III

Americas

In 2015, the United Nations continued to advance the 
cause of lasting peace, human rights, good governance 
and the rule of law in the Americas.

Haiti made noteworthy progress towards political 
stability, despite considerable challenges, including the 
human and material devastation wrought by the earth-
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addressed the nation confirming his Prime Minister-
designate and announcing the formation of a new 
government within 48 hours. Only six of the twenty 
ministers’ posts went to opposition figures, and six 
previous ministers retained their positions. With the 
transition government in place, focus shifted to the 
establishment of the provisional Electoral Council. On 
23 January, hours before the arrival of the Security 
Council delegation (see p. 000), the new electoral 
council, which included three female members, was 
sworn in. There was a general sense of satisfaction, not-
withstanding some lesser complaints. On 10 February, 
the Electoral Council announced a tentative calendar 
for a three-round general election, with polls to be 
held in July and October 2015, as well as in January 
2016. Non-signatory opposition groups had continued 
to criticize the recent political agreements, including 
by organizing anti-government demonstrations. Since 
the nomination of a new Prime Minister and Cabinet, 
their calls to mobilize and assemble in street protests 
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of elections to the Chamber of Deputies in 22 of 119 
districts because many tally sheets were not received as 
a result of irregularities, including violence, vandalism 
and theft.

Following the opening of registration for the 
legislative polls, the Provisional Electoral Council had 
finalized a list of 2,037 registered candidates, fielded 
by 98 parties, on 26 April. A period of adjudication 
of cases followed, which resulted in the rejection of 
76 Senate and 446 Chamber of Deputies candida-
tures, including for failure to submit the financial pro-
bity certificate required of all former officials having 
managed public funds and for being a dual national, 
prohibited in the case of presidential and legislative 
candidates. Among the rejected candidatures were 
those of high-profile individuals, including the First 
Lady, Sophia Martelly, who was running for a seat in 
the Senate.

The three parties with the highest number of ac-
credited candidates were Vérité (of a former President, 
René Garcia Préval), Parti Haïtien Tèt Kale (of the 
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Following the first round of legislative elections on 9 
August, the first round of presidential, second round 
of legislative and single round of municipal elections 
were conducted on 25 October. However, the third-
round vote scheduled for 27 December was postponed 
repeatedly.

In preparation for the election of 25 October, the 
Provisional Electoral Council implemented a series 
of corrective measures aimed at addressing lessons 
learned from the vote on 9 August. On 28 Septem-
ber, the Provisional Electoral Council announced 
the postponement of local elections from the second 
round of 25 October to the last electoral round. On 
25 October, the elections were held in a generally 
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gust 2014 to 12 March 2015 [S/2015/157] (see p. 000) 
and from 4 March to 31 August 2015 [S/2015/667] (see 
p. 000). A later report [S/2016/225] covered activities 
for the remainder of the year (see p. 000). In addition 
to political and security aspects, the reports summar-
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