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1. We, the Heads of State and Government, representing the peoples of the world, have gathered at United 
Nations Headquarters to protect the needs and interests of present and future generations through the 
actions in this Pact for the Future.  

2. We are at a time of profound global transformation. We are confronted by rising catastrophic and 
existential risks, many caused by the choices we make. Fellow human beings are enduring terrible suffering. If 
we do not change course, we risk tipping into a future of persistent crisis and breakdown.  

3. Yet this is also a moment of hope and opportunity. Global transformation is a chance for renewal and 
progress grounded in our common humanity. Advances in knowledge, science, technology, and innovation 
could deliver a breakthrough to a better and more sustainable future for all. The choice is ours.  

4. We believe there is a path to a brighter future for all of humanity, including those living in poverty and 
vulnerable situations. Through the actions we take today, we resolve to set ourselves on that path, striving for 
a world that is safe, peaceful, just, equal, inclusive, sustainable and prosperous, a world in which wellbeing, 
security and dignity and a healthy planet are assured for all humanity.  

5. This will require a recommitment to international cooperation based on respect for international law, 
without which we can neither manage the risks nor seize the opportunities we face. This is not an option but a 
necessity. Our challenges are deeply interconnected and far exceed the capacity of any single State alone. 
They can only be addressed collectively, through strong and sustained international cooperation guided by 
trust and solidarity for the benefit of all and harnessing the power of those who can contribute from all 
sectors and generations.  

6. We recognize that the multilateral system and its institutions, with the United Nations and its Charter at the 
centre, must be strengthened to keep pace with a changing world. They must be fit for the present and the 
future – effective and capable, prepared for the future, just, democratic, equitable and representative of 
today’s world, inclusive, interconnected, and financially stable.  

7. Today, we pledge a new beginning in multilateralism. The actions in this Pact aim to ensure that the United 
Nations and other key multilateral institutions can deliver a better future for people and planet, enabling us to 
fulfil our existing commitments while rising to new and emerging challenges and opportunities.  

8. We reaffirm our unwavering commitment to act in accordance with international law, including the Charter 
of the United Nations and its purposes and principles.  

9. We also reaffirm that the three pillars of the United Nations – sustainable development, peace and security, 
and human rights – are equally important, interlinked and mutually reinforcing. We cannot have one without 
the others. 
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set out in the Charter, intensifying our use of diplomacy, committing to resolve our disputes peacefully, 
refraining from the threat or use of force or acts of aggression, respecting each-other’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, upholding the principles of political independence and self-determination, strengthening 
accountability and ending impunity. With challenges and risks to international peace and security taking on 
more dangerous forms, in traditional and new domains, our efforts must keep pace. 

13. Every commitment in this Pact is fully consistent and aligned with international law, including human 
rights law. We reaffirm the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the fundamental freedoms enshrined 
therein. The implementation of the Pact will enhance the full enjoyment of human rights and dignity for all, 
which is a key goal. We will respect, protect, promote and fulfil all human rights, recognizing their universality, 
indivisibility, interdependence and interrelatedness and we will be unequivocal in what we stand for and 
uphold: freedom from fear and freedom from want for all. 

14. We recognize that our efforts to redress injustice and to reduce inequalities within and between countries 
to build peaceful, just and inclusive societies cannot succeed unless we step up our efforts to promote 
tolerance, embrace diversity and combat all forms of discrimination, including racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance and all their abhorrent and contemporary forms and manifestations.  

15. None of our goals can be achieved without the full, safe, equal and meaningful participation and 
representation of all women in political and economic life. We reaffirm our commitment to the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action, to accelerating our efforts to achieve gender equality, women’s 
participation and the empowerment of all women and girls in all domains and to eliminating all forms of 
discrimination and violence against women and girls. 

16. We reaffirm our pledge, made on the occasion of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Nations, to 
reinvigorate global action to ensure the future we want and to effectively respond to current and future 
challenges, in partnership with all relevant stakeholders. We recognize that the well-being of current and 
future generations and the sustainability of our planet rests on our willingness to take action. To that end, in 
this Pact we commit to fifty-eight actions in the areas of sustainable development and financing for 
development, international peace and security, science, technology and innovation and digital cooperation, 
youth and future generations, and transforming global governance.  

17. We will advance implementation of these actions through relevant, mandated intergovernmental 
processes, where they exist. We will review the overall implementation of the Pact at the beginning of the 
eighty-third session of the General Assembly through a meeting at the level of Heads of State and 
Government. We are confident that by then, we will be well on course towards the better and more 
sustainable future we want for ourselves, our children and all the generations who will come after us.  

1. Sustainable development and financing for development 
18. In 2015, we resolved to free the human race from the tyranny of poverty, hunger and want and to heal and 
secure our planet. We promised we would leave no one behind. We have made some progress, but the 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals is in peril. Progress on most of the goals is either moving 
too slowly or has regressed below the 2015 baseline. Years of sustainable development gains are being 
reversed. Poverty, hunger and inequality have increased. Human rights are under threat, and we run the risk of 
leaving millions of people behind. Climate change, biodiversity loss, desertification and sand and dust 
storms, pollution and other environmental challenges pose serious risks 
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23. We are deeply concerned by the growing SDG financing gap facing developing countries. We must close 
this gap to prevent a lasting sustainable development divide, widening inequality within and between 
countries and a further erosion of trust in international relations and the multilateral system. We note ongoing 
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(c) Promote sustainable consumption and production patterns, including sustainable lifestyles, and circular 
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(b) Take effective collective measures, in accordance with the Charter, for the prevention and removal of 
threats to international peace and security, revitalize and implement existing tools and mechanisms for the 
peaceful settlement of disputes.  

(c) Develop and implement mechanisms, as required, for the pacific settlement of disputes, confidence-
building, early warning and crisis management, at the sub-regional, regional and international levels to 
address new and emerging threats to international peace and security.  

(d) Pursue and apply confidence building measures to reduce tensions and promote international peace and 
security.  

(e) Intensify the use of diplomacy and mediation to ease tensions in situations which may pose a threat to 
international peace and security, including through early diplomatic efforts.  

(f) Urge the Secretary-General to actively use the good offices of the Secretary-General and ensure the United 
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(a) Take into account, as appropriate and in full compliance with the Charter, the potential implications of the 
adverse impacts of climate change, water scarcity and other environmental factors on our efforts to build and 
sustain peace, including through deepening our understanding of the role of the adverse effects of climate 
change in sustaining peace. 

(b) Urgently implement our agreed commitments on climate change and sustainable development, including 
financial commitments, to support developing countries, especially those experiencing instability or conflict 
and are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change, to adapt to climate change and build 
resilience. 

Action 22. We will adapt peace operations to better respond to existing challenges and new realities.  

43. United Nations peace operations, 
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(c) Honour and respect all existing security assurances undertaken, including in connection with the treaties 
and relevant protocols of nuclear-weapon-free zones and their associated assurances against the use or 
threat of use of nuclear weapons. 

(d) Commit to strengthening the disarmament and non-proliferation architecture and work to prevent any 
erosion of existing international norms and take all possible steps to prevent nuclear war. 

(e) Seek to accelerate through concrete actions the full and effective implementation of respective nuclear 
disarmament and non-proliferation obligations and commitments, including by adhering to relevant 
international legal instruments and through the pursuit of nuclear-weapon-free zones to enhance 
international peace and security and the achievement of a nuclear-weapons-free world.  

Action 27. We will uphold our disarmament obligations and commitments.  

48. We express our serious concern at the increasing number of actions that are contrary to existing 
international norms and non-compliance with obligations in the field of disarmament, arms control and non-
proliferation. We will respect international law that applies to weapons, means and methods of warfare, and 
support progressive efforts to effectively eradicate the illicit trade of arms. We recognize the importance of 
maintaining and strengthening the role of the United Nations’ disarmament machinery. Any use of chemical 
and biological weapons by anyone, anywhere, and under any circumstances is unacceptable. We call for full 
compliance with and implementation of relevant treaties. We reaffirm our shared determination to exclude 
completely the possibility of biological agents and toxins being used as weapons and to uphold relevant 
agreements in this regard. We decide to:  

(a) Revitalize the role of the United Nations in the field of disarmament, including by recommending that the 
General Assembly start the preparation of the fourth special session devoted to disarmament (SSOD-IV).  

(b) Pursue a world free from chemical and biological weapons and ensure that those responsible for any use 
of these weapons are identified and held accountable.  

(c) Address emerging and evolving biological risks through improving processes, to anticipate, prevent, 
coordinate and prepare for such risks, whether caused by natural, accidental or deliberate release of 
biological agents, in accordance with the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention.  

(d) Identify, examine and develop effective measures, including possible legally-binding measures, to 
strengthen and institutionalise international norms and instruments against the development, production, 
acquisition, transfer, stockpiling, retention, and use of biological agents and toxins as weapons.  

(e) Strengthen measures to prevent the acquisition of weapons of mass destruction by non-State actors.  

(f) Redouble our efforts to implement our respective obligations under relevant international instruments to 
prohibit or restrict conventional weapons due to their humanitarian impact and take steps to promote all 
relevant aspects of mine action.  

(g) Strengthen our national and international efforts to combat, prevent and eradicate the illicit trade in small 
arms and light weapons in all its aspects.  

(h) Address existing gaps in through-life conventional ammunition management to reduce the dual risks of 
unplanned conventional ammunition explosions and the diversion and illicit trafficking of conventional 
ammunition to unauthorized recipients, including to criminals, organized criminal groups and terrorists.  

Action 28. We will seize the opportunities associated with new and emerging technologies and address 
the potential risks posed by their misuse.  

49. We recognize that rapid technological change presents opportunities and risks to our collective efforts to 
maintain international peace and security. International law, including the Charter, will guide our approach to 
addressing these risks. We decide to:  

(a) Advance further measures and appropriate international negotiations to prevent an arms race in outer 
space in all its aspects, which engage all relevant stakeholders, consistent with the provisions of the Treaty on 











Pact for the Future: Rev.4  13 September 2024 
 

 20 

establish and ensure young people’s access to universal, adequate, comprehensive, sustainable and 
nationally-owned social protection systems.  

(e) Empower, encourage and support young people to pursue entrepreneurship and innovation and transform 
their ideas into viable business opportunities.  

(f) Implement family-friendly and family-oriented policies that support the social and economic development 
of children and young people so they can reach their full potential and enjoy their human rights. 

Action 37. We will promote, protect and respect the human rights of all young people and foster social 
inclusion and integration.  

63. We reaffirm the importance of ensuring the full enjoyment of the rights of all young persons, protect them 
from violence, and foster social inclusion and integration especially the poorest, those in vulnerable 
situations, including afro-descendent populations, and those who face discrimination in multiple and 
overlapping ways. We decide to:  

(a) Step-up our fight against all forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, and all forms of 
intolerance that impact young people and hinder their ability to fulfil their potential, and counter religious 
hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence.  

(b) Intensify international, regional, and national efforts to take immediate and effective measures to 
eradicate forced labor, end modern slavery and trafficking in persons, especially women and children, and 
eliminate all forms of child labor.  

(c) Address the challenges faced by all young women and girls, including by combating gender stereotypes 
and negative social norms and eliminating discrimination, harassment, all forms of violence against young 
women and girls, including sexual and gender-based violence, and harmful practices, including female 
genital mutilation and child, early and forced marriage.  

(d) Enhance inclusion and eliminate all barriers that hinder young persons with disabilities to attain and 
maintain maximum autonomy, independence and full inclusion and participation in all aspects of life and 
invest in assistive technologies that can promote th
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(e) Strengthen intergenerational partnerships and solidarity among generations by promoting opportunities 
for voluntary, constructive and regular interaction between young and older persons in their families, in 
workplaces and in society-at-large.  

Action 39. We will strengthen meaningful youth participation at the international level. 

65. We welcome the progress made in promoting the meaningful engagement of youth in the United Nations. 
We are determined to accelerate this work by ensuring more youth engagement in the work of the United 
Nations and by increasing the representativeness, effectiveness and impact of youth engagement at the 
United Nations. We decide to:  

(a) Promote meaningful, inclusive and effective engagement of young people in relevant United Nations 
intergovernmental bodies and processes, where appropriate and in accordance with the rules of procedure 
and established practice, taking into account the principles of gender parity and balanced geographic 
representation and non-discrimination.  

(b) Encourage the inclusion of youth, including youth delegates, in national delegations to the United Nations.  

(c) Call for contributions to the United Nations Youth Fund in order to facilitate the participation of youth 
representatives from developing countries in the activities of the United Nations, taking into account the need 
for greater geographical balance in terms of youth representation, and in this regard requests the Secretary-
General to take appropriate action to encourage contributions to the Fund, including by raising awareness of 
the Fund.  

(d) Request the Secretary-General to continue to develop core principles, in consultation with Member States 
and young people, for meaningful, representative, inclusive and safe youth engagement in relevant 
intergovernmental processes and across the work of the United Nations, for the consideration of Member 
States.  

5. Transforming global governance 
66. Today, our multilateral system, constructed in the aftermath of the Second World War, is under 
unprecedented strain. It has had remarkable achievements in the past eighty years. But we are not 
complacent about the future of our international order, and we know it cannot stand still. We will take action 
to strengthen and reinvigorate multilateralism and deepen international cooperation. We reaffirm unwavering 
commitment to international law, including the Charter, to address global challenges, some of which could 
overwhelm and threaten all of humanity. A transformation in global governance is essential to ensure that the 
positive progress we have seen across all three pillars of the United Nations’ work in recent decades does not 
unravel. We will not allow this to happen.  

67. We must renew trust in global institutions by making them more representative of, and responsive to, 
today’s world and more effective at delivering on the commitments that we have made to one another and our 
people. We renew our commitment to multilateralism and international cooperation, guided by the Charter 
and the principles of trust, equity, solidarity and universality. We will transform global governance and 
strengthen the multilateral system to help us achieve a world that is safe, peaceful, just, equal, inclusive, 
sustainable, and prosperous.  

Action 40. We will transform global governance and reinvigorate the multilateral system to tackle the 
challenges, and seize the opportunities, of today and tomorrow. 

68. We resolve to make the multilateral system, with the United Nations at its centre, more:  

(a) Effective and capable of delivering on our promises, with strengthened accountability, transparency and 
implementation mechanisms to ensure our commitments are met and to rebuild trust in global institutions.  

(b) Prepared for the future, building capabilities and harnessing technology and data to anticipate risks, seize 
opportunities, act early and manage uncertainty.  

(c) Just, democratic, equitable and representative of today’s world to ensure that all Member States, 
especially developing countries, can meaningfully participate in global decision-making in multilateral 
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Action 48. We will ensure the effective enjoyment by all of all human rights and respond to new and 
emerging challenges. 

76. Following the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the thirtieth 
anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, we remain committed to promoting and 
protecting all human rights and fundamental freedoms, including civil, political, economic, social and 
cultural rights. This includes the right to development. We recommit to realize our respective obligations to 
respect, protect and fulfill human rights and to implement all relevant international human rights 
instruments. All human rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated. Human rights are 
mutually reinforcing and must be treated in a fair and equal manner, on the same footing, and with the same 
emphasis. The Sustainable Development Goals seek to realize the human rights of all. Individuals and civil 
society institutions, including non-governmental organizations, groups and national human rights 
institutions, where they exist, engaged in the promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental 
freedoms for all, in accordance with national legislation consistent with the Charter of the United Nations and 
international human rights law, must be protected from any form of intimidation and reprisals, both online 
and offline. We must continue to uphold human rights in the future by strengthening our capabilities to 
respond to existing, new and emerging challenges to the enjoyment of human rights. We decide to: 

(a) Recall the mandate of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, as outlined in resolution 
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(d) Deepen United Nations’ engagement with national parliaments in United Nations intergovernmental 
bodies and processes, in accordance with national legislation, including through building on the efforts of the 
United Nations and Inter-Parliamentary Union to engage parliamentarians to maintain support for the 
implementation of relevant UN agreements and resolutions.  

(e) Request the Secretary-General to provide recommendations on how engagement with local and regional 
authorities could advance the 2030 Agenda, particularly the localization of the Sustainable Development 
Goals, by the end of the seventy-ninth session for Member States’ consideration.  

(f) Enhance cooperation between the United Nations and regional, sub-regional and other organizations, 
within their respective mandates, which will be critical to maintaining international peace and security, 
promoting and protecting human rights, and achieving sustainable development. 

Action 58. We will strengthen international cooperation for the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful 
purposes and for the benefit of all humanity. 

86. The Outer Space Treaty of 1967 identifies the exploration and use of outer space as the province of all 
humankind. Humanity’s reliance on space is increasing day-by-day and the Outer Space Treaty must be 
recognized as the cornerstone of the international legal regime governing outer space activities. We are living 
through an age of increased access and activities in outer space. The growth in the number of objects in outer 
space, the return of humans to deep space, and our expanding reliance on outer space systems demands 
urgent action. Safe and sustainable use of space play


