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Chapeau

The Summit/Pact of the Future is a key opportunity to shift course and involve youth in all aspectsof
participation in policy and governance at the UN. Now more than ever, youth stakeholders and actionists
are the best



Chapter I. Sustainable Development and Financing for Development



Chapter II. International Peace and Security

2.1 Conflict Prevention, Mediation, & Disarmament

The UN has many conflict prevention and mediation mechanisms at its disposal, such as the UN Security
Council and Peacekeeping Program. Current threats to conflict prevention & mediation include persistent
arms proliferation, rising ethno-religious tensions, and lackluster support for UN mechanisms designed to
quell conflict.

To empower further conflict prevention and mediation efforts, we offer three recommendations:

1. Expand funding for UN Peacekeeping programs:2 Counteracting cuts in the Peacekeeping budget
would bolster the scale and depth of the program’s impact needed for success.

2. Consistent accountability checks/scrutiny of UN conflict prevention/mediation programs: The
implementation of corrective measures such as Resolution 2272 (cracking down on sexual
exploitation from peacekeepers during missions) maintains the trust needed between the UN and
the communities they serve.

3. Increase bilateral and multilateral gradual arms reduction treaties: Similar to the New START
Treaty, phase-outs of nuclear arms are a critical step toward reducing geopolitical tensions. The
UN must encourage states to forge binding treaties in the spirit of disarmament (with proper
enforcement and auditing mechanisms).

3 United Nations Meetings Coverage and Press Releases, n.d.
4 United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs, n.d.




Chapter Ill. Science, technology and innovation and digital cooperation

3.1 Scientific Literacy & Education

In both developed and developing countries, citizens are not prepared for new tech developments. Even
in the best scenarios, education systems do not teach basic awareness of issues such as privacy, bias, and
misinformation in social media, Al, and the Internet. With digital development outpacing education, the
UN must increase awareness and education, not only for youth but for every citizen.

We encourage the UN to:

1. Collect data about tech awareness internationally: Following the COVID-19 pandemic, student
learning outcomes naturally faced drastic changes, and there is an abject lack of data.® Questions
should ask whether or not citizens know how various technologies work from an educated user
standpoint and whether they realize the risks of their actions. This data would inform
governments and researchers as to the state of technology awareness, allowing the UN, national
governments, and other institutions to find problems and develop solutions.

2. Create new resources for technology awareness using technology: With the Internet and now
generative Al, education systems can offer tailored learning experiences for every child at low
costs.®




Chapter IV. Youth and Future Generations



3. Establish efforts to bolster internet access in communal spaces.
4.3 Gender Equality

The UN must work quickly to address pressing gender inequalities and injustices, such as the gender pay
gap, workplace discrimination, sexual harassment/assault, and general infringements of human
rights/dignity.

We suggest several approaches to tackling these problems:

1. Collect data on regions where child marriages occur: The UN should work to collect regional data
about gender disparities in education access, with a focus on the specific barriers to education for
girls in specific regions. By identifying these regions, the UN can adapt to provide solutions for
girls in these situations to receive education despite the barriers in place.

2. Forge more partnerships with regional institution blocs: Building on the United Nations’
collaboration with the European Union on the Spotlight Initiative to reduce gendered violence,
the United Nations should seek to partner with other regional institutions (i.e. the African Union)
to expand the reach of their work and scope of impact.







