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safe and sustainable future. Together, we have a duty to current, and future, generations to raise the 
ambition and the Pact for the Future must serve as a compass to provide orientation and guide these 
efforts. 

We are the Network of Institutions and Leaders for Future Generations (NiFG), an independent network 
of national institutions, organisations and leaders seeking better international governance, multi-lateral 
collaboration and joint-up decision-making to assure the rights, interests and wellbeing of future 
generations. We are responding to the consultation on the Pact and take this opportunity to comment on 
the overarching approach and ambition of this document.  

Whilst we welcome the Summit and the Pact, we call for minds and efforts to be focused on recasting and 
reframing the way we govern and engage, rather than simply seeking to provide a reflecting platform for 
the future. Essentially, the document needs to be more ambitious in its quest to combat unsustainable 
development. We need not only to inspire but define pathways for attaining this fairer, healthier, and 
more equitable future. The Pact of the Future needs to make concrete and actionable recommendations. 
We reflect on this below. 

The Secretary-General speaks with conviction and vision for a better future for us and coming gen-, and long-term needs and goals offers a unique 
opportunity to begin transforming societies today. We need a vision that will bring us together to reframe 
our future and strive towards an alternative, sustainable world for everyone now and in the future.  
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For example, we need to position the UN Charter and 1966 Human Rights Covenants at the centre and 
MEAs must be anchored in the Pact so that human rights are fully reflected. 

We have no sustainable future without addressing the greatest threat humanity has had to date – climate 
change. The Paris Climate Accord and the ambition to halt the rise in temperatures to below 1.5C pre-
industrial level must also be at the heart of this document. We have a duty to protect global biodiversity 
and safeguard the quality of our air, waters, land and phase out fossil fuels. We also need to recognise 
that the roots of the environmental crisis we currently face partly arise from a lack of long-term thinking. 

A lack of futures thinking is not a problem confined to the environmental sphere. There are multiple other 
societal challenges, such as the stark increase in inequality both within and between countries. At the 
heart of current complex challenges, is a lack of intergenerational vision and awareness. The document 
should outline actions that break with the intergenerational cycle of (un)fairness.  



agenda as well as bottom-up experiences of involving stakeholders and international collaboration. We 
can facilitate a close connection between the UN and Member State level work on long-term thinking 


