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No nation has yet provided for the material well-being of its inhabitants while also respecting planetary 
boundaries and providing for the social and spiritual well-being of populations. A greater 
recommitment to overcoming extremes of wealth and poverty and other inequalities is needed. Yet 
numerous development theories and practices have prioritized short-term fixes, accumulation of wealth 
and power over justice and sustainability, and in some instances have negatively impacted the ability 
of local populations to define progress according to local priorities.  

As the world becomes more interdependent, the material stagnation of any nation will increasingly 
impact the well-being of all; purely competitive approaches to development will no longer be viable. 
New approaches that center principles like collaboration, moderation, and equity in development 
practice and that take into consideration fuller dimensions of human nature and purpose—for instance, 
social and spiritual well-being—will need to be pursued. Lessons around more holistic approaches can 
be learned from every part of the world, irrespective of GDP, and will need to meaningfully engage 
local populations as key contributors of knowledge.  

● Recommitment: 
○ Recommit to those aspirations articulated in the SDGs consistent with humanity’s 

increasing interconnectedness. 
● Modification: 

○ Identify measurements to augment GDP, for instance per capita carbon consumption, 
which could be further explored in a cycle of ECOSOC functional Commissions; 

○ Conduct a comprehensive independent review of the international development system 
prior to, and to help guide, the articulation of the next development agenda;  

○ Establish a UN resident coordinator office in every country, irrespective of GDP, 
promoting universality. 

○ Create a global system of storehouses to which all nations contribute in proportionate 
measure to serve as a bulwark against crisis and shock; 

● Responding to root causes: 
○ Establish a global taxation system on international luxury goods to augment State 

contributions to the UN; 
○ Identify strategies and institutions to eliminate corruption and stem illicit financial 

flows.  

Chapter II. International peace and security 

The UN Charter highlights peace as a primary mandate. Peace is often equated with an absence of war, 
with the goal of ending conflict, rather than addressing the societal challenges that bring about war in 
the first place (prejudice, inequality, resource scarcity). While immediate conflict must be addressed, 
history shows that enduring peace cannot be built on the cessation of war alone. An exploration into 
what enabling conditions promote positive peace (gender equality, social cohesion, reducing extremes 
of wealth and poverty) and how to cultivate those conditions will assist in establishing stronger 
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approaches to peacebuilding and justice and recognize that the means to peace must be coherent with 
its goal. 

● Recommitment: 
○ Recommit to the UN Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; 
○ Recommit to the rule of law including the use of courts to serve as a bulwark against 

hostile action. 
● Modification: 

○ Explore ways the New Agenda for Peace can be supported with a strong enforcement 
mechanism; 

○ Designate a second Peace Year, which could encourage ECOSOC Functional 
Commissions to examine the intersection of their focus with positive approaches to 
peace.  

● Responding to root causes: 
○ 
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