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By the time of the second conference, held in Lisbon in June last year, we’d had time 
to assemble and launch a fleet of solutions to the ocean’s problems. Solutions 
abound. As my Ocean Panel colleague Jane Lubchenco put it recently, “the future is 
not predetermined, and although we are running out of time, we are not running out 
of solutions.” 



Ocean-based solutions can deliver up to 21% of the annual greenhouse gas emission 
cuts needed by 2050 to limit global temperature to 1.5 degrees Celsius. These 
solutions include the decarbonisation of shipping, renewable energy from the ocean, 
sustainable aquaculture, and natural carbon sequestration and storage in coastal and 
marine ecosystems.  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I ask that you pay special attention to the words I am about to quote. They come 
from the G7 Ocean Deal statement adopted at the G7 Leaders’ Summit in June last 
year Germany.  

“The ocean’s ecological functions are indispensable for our joint efforts to mitigate 
and adapt to climate change, halt and reverse biodiversity loss, ensure food and 
nutrition security, and foster sustainable and resilient livelihoods for coastal 
populations worldwide. We must therefore stop and reverse the overexploitation of 
natural resources and degradation of the marine environment, and combat the 
severe level of pollution and the accelerating effects of climate change and 
biodiversity loss, which are exacerbating cumulative pressures on the ocean.  

We note with consternation that the respective ocean related commitments made 
under the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and relevant UNEA resolutions, 



elicit assurance from the G7 Presidency that the G7 Ocean Deal stands firm, that it 
provides the basis for further G7 collaboration on necessary Ocean Action, and that it 
is being carried forward at this year’s G7 Leaders’ Summit in Hiroshima. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Given the fact that the G7 Ocean Deal was adopted in June 2022, I think it is fair to 
ascribe to it some of the success achieved in Ocean Action over the last twelve 
months. The G7 statement identified the UN Ocean Conference in Lisbon, the 
Intergovernment





Fail at that, and many will be hanging their heads in shame at the next UN Ocean 
Conference. 
 
And so, my challenge to G7 Leaders as they approach the Hiroshima Summit, is to 
stand tall in favour of the required ratifications and to speak out in amplification of 
the high principles and actions that the G7 Ocean Deal has so powerfully espoused. 
As ever, action speaks louder than words. 
 
I thank you for your kind attention. 
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